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rant Divine of the French,” 
Church, Was born in the | 


gear 1619, "and L % 


the Miniſterial Function mths * 3 
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 raenty ſixth year of Hes ages: H | 
Y Bring a nan of great Fiery m 
learning, be was much fo "i 


ter, _—— were ſo U 
aving im for their "Pala 


that be was frequently „„ lk. 
ted from one Church to anorbefs. "i 


His ſecond tranſportation wat i 
ro the Church of Niſmes. There" 1 


„ A 


: * 
1 E ; 4 


a 4 7 


— 


* — 7 
! 1 
r 

— 


90 y — ö 7 * 1 7 7 "y * 
ene F = Fwy 
'Y * > * * 2 LS 1 , . , 
3 — —ͤ—e _ - nd T . : 
8 ü — 
# iy | A brie CCOUnt 
vi * r 
* r 


+5 y. which furniſhed him with | 
7 ap tcaſion o exerciſing one of his 


chief talents, that of 1 
4 Point of Theology 10 exceed · 
i good purpoſe. The Students 
of Daumity reaped no ſmall ad- 
 wantage from bis private lec- 
fret, and familiar conderſati- 
on during his reſidence there. 
© "He wat 4 man of great cou- 
= gave and integrity, whom no hu- 
den  confiler ation could eit her 
Je or allure into à compli ance 
ban thing which be thought. 
” mconſfiſtens with his. duty. In 
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Pein of this generous aud 
ereſted principle of acting, 
Poing offpojed the Court mea- 
1 a ſynod of Lower Langue 
„Be wa 7 a ſerrrence of Coun- 
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| "As I was going 70 7 Part 75 5 
f his 'Cauſt, he 2wrore a lh. 
tle book which gave riſe io th. 
moſt famous diſpute that ever. 
happened in France b2tween the | 

2 Papiſts and Proteſtants. 2 * 

3 occaſi on Mit was Bir. | 4 


T be Meſſieurs de Port Royal 
were ar that time uſing Heir 


1 r 


ordinary diſtinctiouu to bein 
Communion.” Among other To, 
picks, the Gentleman inſiſted us 
Pon the abſurdity of the Dottrine: 
of Tranſubſtantiation,” To * i 
off rhis objeftion, they 9 £4 into 
his hands à little Bo Ber. 
in they pretended to Frogs that. 
that had been the conſtant. dogs: 
trius of the Cbriſtian Chprch,' 
. 25 that L of beltef- in 

at 228 . im. 


utmoſt efforts to gain over a P 
zeſtans Gentleman of more the 
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* A brief / Account 
. rh happened after ber 
4 , that ber Husband would 
| ange Bit Religion, uſed all 
| Jer endeavours to confirm him 
nat. She begged the Ro «nay 
A write an anſwer to that hook ; 
and Monſieur Claude was pitched. 
os for the Advocate of the 
* Cauſe. Ang here ons 
> gon WAS ta. engage 
ewbole 17 + oli and: chat one of 
le moſt learned. in the Nation. 
bs e Diſpute. made a: great noi ſe 
=» the world, and. ſeveral 
en 20747 on aither ſide, As 10 
our Author, bis mritiugs on that 
e are. ſo lid, and at the 
Aue time of ſuch a. delicate 
and ingenious turn both as to 
bought and Expreſſion, that 
i bag gained: an immortal re- 


- bx the eme. 
r | a” 2 PP 


4 _ * 1 * 


2 * 


— 
- 


IK. 


1 


„ —̃ 9 


| Having flay's ſome 3 | 
be ageef+ 


' & Paris 70 110: 
1d of a» Cal fo the" Cure 
Montauban, and four Tears 
ter was diſcbarged again 
exerciſe his Miniſtry there. 
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Pon aohith- „ 4 


ta Paris, but with ud b. 
ter ſucceſs than before. In i 
mean tame the Church of. Bows 
deaux caſt an eye upon him butt 
the Proteſtants Patis . © 
mind that 4 man of fo gr 
Meri ſhould beſeitled any whete'. 


elſe ur at Charenton. And ao w 


\bei ng placed in the chief Chureh 
of the Nation, he with "rhe u 
moſt aſiduity and paint, for the 
Pace of ninereen. years. that be 
continued there, wg ta pro- 
mote the Polls o , hig own 
particular bel conſoten- 


1 role diſcharge of all ha, farts 
1 n, A Fadboa at 


of the * 
whole 


9h 54S. 


ba, © 0 


ö 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
= 
1 


4 


Wl 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


— 


ow n 10 2 I 
8 80 more diſtass Progruces. -_ 


5 Man w Was on 5 Ni 
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2 for * A Io be Let the 
» £D 1 debate 2255 never ſo 
ente in it ſelf, or ſtall more. 
7 Plauen 'thro' the ignorancv or 
"he de/ign of the LH contern 
el, Monſieur C laude had ſo clear 
An zul 4: diſcernment that be 
4 the. miſt in an inſtant, 
aud e the Matter in fo fair a 
light, that the” deciſion turned. 
preciſely pon a Yes 07 4 No. Ay 
bis abilities this way were great, 
22 be was _— L4 A 
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H war mo ft well calc aaa 
Jen an ren peru Diſpute. N 


. He was ho famous for bis 2. 


dreſt in this partioilar, bat a 
vonmg Lady of Quality, -who: 


was deliberating about the choice 


of ber Religion, earneſtly den. 


red to bear 'a Diſpute beten 
Monſieur Cla nde and the Biſteg 
of Meaux, before ſhe would c . 
10 a final. reſolution of of eſporifing® 
4 fide. Sbe wat 2 1 
en and thele two brawe* | 
= uuftriotis Champions entre 
the Liſts before her in her fſiſſon 
the : Countcſs De Rote's Bots 
Both the Biſhop aud our Author 


os anal account of th D 
e, and upon 
— of their Books, the en. 


an tmpanial” 


did reader may judge \wherhes | 
the young Lady gave an. 7 
. ry A 77 * cn A 


932 — agen — Be 388 
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ng from the Put 

25 e o good, that they were 
able ro ſuppors themſelves. againſt 
all the diſadvantages that can 
4 ſuppoſed to atteud à diſagree- 

x able Voice. Thi his excellent 
| Faculty of Pre. 25 b 
3 the great dect of an 
Tn Elocution, gude occaſion t 
_ Afonſieur Morus, «pon Bearing 
Din preach bis fir Sermon at 
Charenton, ro y, That he would: 
Have all che voices of the Congre: 
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F 4 fortnight "allowed 7 10 
„ bart the kingdom, be way 
ordered 10 be gone within 24, 
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. made choice. * Holland fot 1 
abs Place of his retreat; and. 
was very favourably. received: 
and honoured with: 4 conſige- 
nabe penſion by the: Prince. of 
Orange. Hr preached from time. 
% time at the Hague. Hit laſt © 
Sermon. was an the Suljet of | 
aur Sauiour's Nativity; where- 
in this great. and good man gut- 
did himſelf; and the Princeſs 
of Orange, who was one of the 
audience, expreſſad ber great ſa- 
ti action in having: heard him 
upon that occaſion. He ſicłkneu 
thut ſame day, and. ter an. 
inaiſpoſition of. ni neteen days. 
died. the. 13th of January 1683. 
During his. Sickneſ; 1 he gave 
mary tbe A bir _ 2 
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© Beſides ſuch of his Works. P'S 
were Publiſhed in his own: life- 
time, his ſon Monſieur Iſaac rhe 
». fourth Minifter of the Family. 


ſeveral excellent Eur. of 
8 ter his death. 4 


* PA 


o it in the ranſlation, the 
merit of the original is acknow-: 
an un erceptionable 


devote; where we may ſee that 
this book i cummonly uſed by the 
Proteſtants abroad. to aſiſt chem 


ly ſacrament; and with how: 
* EN 4 e in Big. . 


nl A brief Le” > 
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"Tucceſenely, . took care to hi . 


"As ro.this fall 7; tread with- 
_ "amhich the Reader is here pre- 
Jenred, whatever Juſtice may e 


1 "by 
| Fudge. Tit Monfiur Le Pla- 
cette in bit La Communion” 


in their preparation for the ho- 
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« nough, provided they read ſome- 
Duties incumbent upon u 


entertaining the leaſt thou "I 
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3 the ſmal 
18 moſt people ars at to fit A 
liſy, themſelves for th MPS 
* Sacrament,” he Jays, _ 


« ere ave ſome 20 45 10. 
a. thing” at all. There are 6. 
« thers, who think they 4d #- 


2 wa 


of rhe books that profſeribe the - 


vn that occaſion, without ever © 


f putting them in Practicr. 1 

© They will read, for. mnſtance, + 

« : Monſieur Claude f Treatiſe of 

* gelf examination,whberetn thas- 
great man prover the nec 

« ſity of that duty, wh ſuc h ſtrong. 

«< Arguments ; aud give _ 


* large derail of: f the rules Kg 
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poem 7515 9 — 
I her 25 fimple peruſal, they 
5 «> not reflect on their ow 
„ . they do not examitie- 


diner according to 1e . 
28 rn which they” ſee” rhey A 
| ought. ro proceed in; and bh | Te 
b - 4: hey continue 70 live 4n.3#he” | 1 
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1 IL ws ne fone preſque - * Les 1 4 
1 * ſe contentent de lire que aun de. wy 


be preſcrivent-les devoirs qu on 
2 * dans ces occaſions, fans pen- 
de- ce devoir, & entre 
8 % grand 925 pour... appr dre. a 


Par ex & 

ſeulernent a les 2 J 
er. Mais apres cette uture 4 
. ſur eux memes, ilsne 


Examen * 
r Homme,” prove ſt forte · 


2 L 
| pxarninent _ maniere qu ils vieny 
8 near de voir qu A de vrdient Bee, & ils 
ttoujours de vivere dans la meme 
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To 2 due Preparation for tht | 
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ment of the n ene 2 
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: ſafes to manifeſſt 
himſeif to his crea- EE: 
tures, without bei 
attended with 8 
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finite Majeſty ; ſo his creatutes | | 


ought: ne ver to a 1 ar before him, 
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Sous fear, and endeavourin 
to put themſelves into a fate 1 
the moſt profound humility, and 


i de 'biftory of the Old: 
Teſtament, that the firſt time 


Afoſes* under the fimilitude of a 
Burning buſh'; Aſaſer, ſurprized 
and aſtoniſhed at the fight, was 


| _ nearer and more diſtinct inſpecti- 


very inſtant he heard a voice be- 


| rhe place whereon thou ſtandeſt 
ie loly ground, Exod. iii. 5. 


towards the Buſh, to teach us 
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the moſt devout - reſpe&. We -: 


that the Lord appeared unto 


making up towards it, to take a 
on of the Miracle; when at the 
: . | > aca him in theſe Terms 3 5 


Dram not nigh hither ; put off. 
ll thy ſroes from off thy feet, for 


God was pleas'd to put a ſtop to 
Moſer's raſh and baſty motion, 


that when the queſtion" is about 
going into his ſpecial. preſence, 


a 


—— 
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The Lord's Supper. 3 
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we can aever. uſe too much cau” 
tion, circumſpection and reſerve» 
And as to the command of put- 
ting off his ſhoes; it is certain 


that under the figure of that bo- 


dily action, he intended an in- 
ward ſancti fication; and that it im- 
lied as much as if he had en- 


joined him, to diveſt himſelf of 


all that was vile and earthly 4 
bout him, and, to cleanſe himſelf. 
from all the pollutions of his. 


former lite, 


W may truly ſay, that the 
Lord's Table hath ſomething / 
more facred and venerable about 
it, than the Buſh of Moſes had.. 
I confefs our eyes diſcover no- 
thing ſurprizing or miraculous- 
there. A: to the material ele- 
ments, they are only Bread and 
Wine, ordinary objecke and things: 
of a ſmall value. But how mean 

: ſoever 
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4 © Self-Exmination before 

| ſoever the matter of the Sacra- 
ment _—_ be, there is no doubt 
to be made, but God is preſent in 
that holy action, with all the lu- 
ſtre ot his greatneſs and majeſty, 
in regard it is the myſtery of his 
grace, and the authentick pledge 
of his covenant with us; ſo that we: 


ought never to approach it with - 


out a ſuitable preparation. Put off 
thy ſhoes then from off thy feet, O 
wretched ſinner, quit. thy poliuti- 
. ons, ſanctify thy conſcience, hum- 
ble and purify thy ſelf, for the 

lace where thou art, is not holy 
_ ground'only, but an auguſt Hea- 
ven, the Throne of the Lamb of 
| God, before which the Angels 
ſtand, and where the EverlaſtingFa- 
ther fits with.the Son inhis Glory, 


 Tais boly Preparation conſiſts 
chiefly in an exact and impartial 
Examination. of one's ſelf thot 
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the Lord*s Supper. 7 


each perſon ought to fet about? 
for it is this which in a great 
meaſure gives riſe to thoſe moti- 
ons and fentiments of piety, of 
repenance, of truſt, and of devo- 
tion, which we ought always to 
be endued with, when we draw 


near to the Table of the Lordi | 


But the better to. make an eſti- 
mate of the neceſſity of this ex- 
emination, we will do. well to: 
conſider more particularly the: 
great importance of che affair we 
are employed about, when we re- 
ceive the Communion ; for it is 
not an ordinary action, nor a mate 
ten of {mall conſequence. 


, Tunis Holy Sacrament is an 


abridgment of all that is moſt 

great and wonderful in Religion, 

4 Temple that contains Nature, 

Grace and Glory, a Sanctuary 

where God. and meet. to» 
| gether; 


6 7 Self-Examination before FE. 


- gether, in Compariſon, in Op- 
_ Poſition and in Communion; 1 
ay in compariſon of his ſupream 
ajeſty with our Nothingneſs; 
in oppoſition of his righteouſneſs 
with our perserſeneſs; and in 
communion of his love and his 
mercy, with our faith and our re- 
generation. He is there as a 
Creator, as a Maſter, as a Law- 
giver,clothed with all the Rights, 
which his own eternal Eſſence, 
and his being the firſt Cauſe of all 
things, gives him over us; and 
we are there to pay him in that 
myſtical repaſt the moſt profound 
and compleat homage of our de- 
pendence. He appears there us 
a God who hath made the world, 
who preſerves and governs it, 
and who has given laws to men, 
ſetting before their eyes on the 
one fide the diſmal conſequences b 
of his anger, and on the _ 
9 


; 


"2 the Lord's Supper. 5 7 


the great advantages of his fa- 
vour : and we appear there to 
confeſs, that whatever we are, 
and whatever we have, is his; 
that we are under a natural and 
ind iſpenſable obligation to ob- 
ſerve his Laws; and that if we 
have broken them, our condem- 
ration is juſt. Further, He is 
there as a Jocks upon his ſeat of 
judgment, encompaſſed with all 
the puniſhments of his juſt ven- 
geanc o; a Judge who ſees every | 
thing, who examines every thing, ; 
who diſcerneth every thing,. 
who ſearcheth the hearts, — | 
ſounds the inmoſt receſſes of the 
ſoul, and who © condemns fin 
where-ever he finds it. And we 
are there as wretched criminals, 
who to our original guilt have 
added many actual tranſgreſſi- 
ons, and thereby have rendered 
our ſelves the ſlaves of fin, f 
hell and of death. Finally, He | 
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3 Self. Examination before | 


is there as a God of mercy and 
of peace, who ſeeing us in that 
miſerable fate, is willing upon 
our faith and repentance to draw 
us out of it by pardoning our 
ſins, and raiſing us to the glorious 
hope of his own eternal King- 
dom. 


Bs rpxs tis here as in a precious 
Epitome, that one may diſcover 
ali the wonderful ways that God 
has made uſe of in order to ſave 
us, namely the ſending Jeſus 
Chriſt into the world, and all the 
* Difpenſations of the Goſpel, _ 


 Trar divine Saviour himſelf 
is preſent here, on the one fide, 
clothed with all the glory of his 
natural ſtate, and on the other 
ſurrounded with all the pain and 
all the ſhame of the ſtate of his 


humiliation, all beſmeared 2 
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Le Supper. © 5 


. — 


that recious blood which he 


would needs pour out for us. 


Here all che miracles of his in- 


carnation do meet; all the fin- 
leſs infirmities and afflictions of 
his life, the cruel perſecutions of 
his Enemies, the fierce aflaultsof 
the Devil, his agony in the 
garden of Gerkſemanez his pri- 
ſon, his condemnation, his nak- 
edneſs, his croſs, his —_— 
thorns, his reed, his gall and 
his vinegar. - In a word all the 
ſad circumſtances of his cruel 
death. But thele are not the 
only objects that occur to us, 
there are others that preſent them- 


ſelves to our view: For there 


we perceive the unſpotted inno- 
cence uf our Redeemer, the in- 
finite and ineſtimable value of 
his ſacrifice, which alone was 


propitious; his ardent love 


capable of rendring the Delip A 


| 


1 
1 
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To the Lords Supper, © 


him lay down his lite ſo will- 


we ſee the eternal glory that 
followed upon hisabaſement, and 
was as it were the juſt reward 
of his combats, his reſurrect ion, 
his aſcenſion into heaven, his fit- 
ting at the right-hand of God, 
and the effuſion of his Holy Spi- 
rit and heavenly light thro' the 
whole world. . 


Anv as Jeſus Chriſt is preſent 
in this holy action, under all the 
different Views of his Grace; 
ſo ought we on our part to ap- 
pear there with the Sentiments 
of faith, of acknowledgement, 
of contrition, of hope and 
zeal, that ſo great myſteries do 
deſerve, if we would reap the 
benefit from them, that they are 


intended to procure, From whence 
. | we 


1. 
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unſpeakable bounty which made 


ingly for our Salvation: Here 


of ſou], 
inherit 
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the Lord's Supper. 11 


we may eafily underſtand, how 
neceſſary it is not to run raſhly 
to ſuch an important work; but 
to pre pa re our ſelves for it by a 
recollection of our whole ſoul 
within it ſelf, by an elevation ot 
our thoughts above all earthly 
things, and by a fincere reflexi- 
on upon our ſelves, to ſee if we 
are not entirely unworthy to 
make our approaches to that ho- 
ly Table. | 


'Tr1s neceſſity appears ſtill the 
more if we conſider the different 
conſequences of a worthy, and 
an unworthy participation of the 
Lord's Supper. For if we partake 
worthily of this holy ſacrament, 
we there receive life and a bleſ. 
ſed immortality, we find peace. 
with God, joy and conſolation 
of ſoul, and a right to an eternal 
inheritance in heaven, But 5 
bent the 


12 > Sr before | 7 
the! choutry” if we'portake 5 = 
-wattbily, this Communtian' is 2 
fre which conſumes our bowels ; 
we thera meet | with ceath and 
certain candemaation, Itis there: 
fare @ matter of the -prcatet 
cancern to us, Dot to come: with · 
out à ſuitable preparation, left 
jnſtead of taking a remedy, we 
take poiſon there, and it haſten 
and . aggravate our judgment, 
Therefore St. Paul treating 
this Matter in his firſt E idle 
t the end, finds 1 

Lis Enel an it were wich a holy 
— Comman the fight of che danger 
Communicenta expoſe 
themſelves to. Nut let a man ex: 
_ . amine. himſelf, and fo let him 
; — this bread and drink of 
ibi fer be that eateth and 
Ari uwors bilgj, eareth and 
drinketh damnation 10 ham/aly, 
Sen l. ah, aj ent 


7 


1 
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Bus iDEs, the neceffiry ot this 
Examination will appear, if you 
conſider how difficult it is for one 
to know himſelf aright, and how 
ealy it is on the contrary for 
one to impoſe upon, and form &« 
wrong Judgment concerning him- 
ſelf. Who does not know that 
ſelf love diſguifes things to us, 
that the natural inclination we 
have to put an high eſteem upon 
our ſelves, occafions our ſcarce 
ever ſeeing our own | faults, and 
that we are but too clear ſighted᷑ 
in the diſcerning our own vertues. 
We have two weights and two 
ballances; the one for our fins, 
which we diminiſh as much as 
we can, by .exten:4ting” them, 
panel e them, reducing them 
Page. to nothing, and the other 
or. our good qualities, which we 
exaggerate in the joy of aro | 
ſetting them off with a thouſand' 
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borrowed colours, and heighten. 5 
ing them infinitely above their juſt 3s 
proportion. It is thereforg mat- 2 
ter of the utmoſt importance to 8 
us, to enter upon a ſerious exa- 4 


mination of our ſelves, that we 
may not fall into thoſe illuſions 


ſo. common among men, 


I don that if in order to know 
| ane's ſelf aright, there were no 
more vantage but to compare 
ene's felf with the debauchees, 
who make open profeſfion of im- 
iety, and who paſs their life 
in injuſtice or impurity ; thers 
would be no great difficulty in 
it: Each Perſon would need no 
more But to caſt his eyes upon 
his own, proper conduct, and the 
very firſt glance would clear him 
as to that point. But the Pharz- 
ſee. found not his account in ſuch 
a Compariſon, O God, ſaid he, 7 
or thank 


the Lords Supper, 15 
thank thee. that I am not as Co 
ther men are, extortwoners, un- 
Juſt, adulterers, or even as this 
Publican, Luke xviii.: 11, Jeſus 
Chriſt ſays, that he did. not g. 
down juſtified into his houſe. If 
one had nothing to do but. to 
compare one's ſelf with the hy- 
pocrites, and impoſtors who con- 

.ceal their vices and infamies un 
der the appearance of holineſs, . 
one might eaſily diſtinguiſh him 
ſelf from that ſort of men. But 
it is certain, that that is not e- 
nough to infer the truth and ſo- 
lidity of a Chriſtian regeneration. 
It is further neceſſary, that we 
diſtinguiſh our vertue from a fim- 
ple moral honeſty, which a man's 
natural temper, education, age 
and the ſtudy of Philoſophy may 
roduce. That we diſtinguiſn it 
ma citil vertue, which bu- 
man laws, the principles of. ſo- 
B 3 ciety, 


16 Self. Exammation betor- 


ciety, the example of the wile- 
men of the world, experience, 
ſts and preferments may beget. 
hat we diſt inguĩſh it from a vain 
dut ſpecious image of holineſs, 
which ſuperſtition and falſe Reli- 
gions may inſpire. Laſtly, That 
we diſtinguiſh it from thoſe ſpu- 
rious and imperfect acts of piety 
and holineſs which may proceed 
from that frail and tranfitory fairch 
whereof Jefas Chriſt ſpeaks in 
vne of his Parables. There art 
ſome, ſays he, who receive the 
word with gladneſs, but whe 
Daying no root in tbemſeldet, en. 
dure but for a time, ſo that chen 
Aidction and perſtention arifeth 
for the word g ſake, 3 
they are offended, Mark iv. 
true and fincere piety, goes Fur- 
ther than all that. And as its marks 
are lively and ſenſible, it would 
be no hard matter to diſtinguiſh 


it 


1 — e 1 . 
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it From this falſe aha J&cvitfal 
imitations of it, if we could 
{cſs it pure and With6ut any rhi%+ 
tare of corruption. But alas e 
wn teacheth us but tov w] 
1 Now far ſocvwer We may b 
el in the ways of ver 
re, the flesh fights always © 
gainlt the ſpirit. There ate a 
ways temains of cotrupfion if 


us that perplex the Rite of ous 
17 1 ez And this is What Wakeg 
Rſcefumem ſomerhbat aff 


keult t Be made. But ft it 48 
not Impoffible. För if it Were, St. 
Dm would five Fay, ELaWihS 
your ferves *hherber yon by 5 
the Jairh* de fad them fedex, 
4 Cor. * In fegard chen 
is deither — 4 

and befides 4 1 
gteat impbtränes, it is Sur d 

to ſet Abbut Tt u irh care, And ä 
bote All tidt — it ußd # 


OC 
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occaſion - where it is altogether 
neceſſary, as at the Communion. 
Bod commanded the 1/rae/ites 
in former times to purify them- 
ſelves, exactly for many days be: 
fore they ventured te eat the Paſ- 
ſover. , And therefore you. find 
in the ſecond Book of Chronzcles,. 
that there having been ſame. who 
had not had time to purify them- 
ſelyes according to. the ordinance 
of the law, and 2 had ate 
the Paſſover, Hezekiah pray'd. 
for them in theſe terms. The 
Tord pardon every one that pro- 
Fareth his heart to ſeek God, the. 
Lord God cf his Fathers, though 
Be be. not cleanſed according to 
#he Swxification of the ſanctuary, 
5 19. If ** uired 
ſio great a preparation for the ce- 
. of "rh Paſſover, 
bow much more ground has he 
to require it of us, when we re- 
7 * 


the Lord's Supper. 10 
ſolve to partake of his holy ſa- 
crament. 'This preparation is 
neceſſary in all the particular acts 
of Religion; but it is chiefly ſo 
in this one; in regard it is a ge- 
neral act, which comprehends (as 
I have ſaid) all that is moſt holy 
in Religion, and in which all the 


folds of conſcience ought to be 


5 to the eyes of God; as all 
t 


Treaſures of God are open to 


the eyes of man. 


4 
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The fir Rule for the right diſ. Fog 

charge of this duty, to ex- duty 

amine one's felf with regard 
to one's fins. 


Ir the queſtion be put in what 
manner one ought to proceed 
in 4 anſwer in 
8 , that we ought to proceed 
1 i it religiouſly, a befars the eye 


- 4 
* 
* 
n 8 2 * 


0 W N as N of a wil 
v 
particular, 1 Wil 


; 71 oo nce 


a the 1 2 I 2 


of our Creator who mo us; — | 
pr * in good earneſt, as treat- 
en intereſt whic 


poly ave; care Falty a 


2 ein a matter 4 
. is ro FRO lt dangerous 7: 
gen is 5 an 


yen 
5 * oat, we. ought to proceed 
a conſtant and unintetrupt- 


phi ut by, 1 no means lea 


down ome 
ormanice o an 


en ez kd. 
for the right perf 


duty 3 A the Inſt is this 


We mu  eximine our aur 


2 1 7 Reer kent ind own. PW „ 


i upon earth, 
we do 1 not attain 0 4 on ebe öl - 
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glory till we come to Heaven; 
ut ſtill there is a mighty dif- 
ference between the manner in 
which a good man ſius, and that 
wherein a wicked man fins. A 
ood man may not only fall into, 
| 70 but even * heinous ſins, that 
fill the conſcience with dread and 
horror, and grieve the ſpirit of © 
God, to uſe the expreſſion of ſcrip- 
But between him and a 
wicked man there are, methinks, 


| theſe four Principal differences. 


Tu firſt is, that a wicked man 
Hulle or may fall into the ſame 
exceſſes very often, becauſe he 
fins thro Babit or " inclination *: 2 
2 good man on the contrary can 
fall but feldom into the ſanſe en- 
ormous fault; becauſe à finful 
babit or inclination, deeply root- 

ed in the heart, i is a thing abſe: . 
lately 


- ²˙rÄ ako fd wut 


mong the number of the true 


Grace, as in that of war, we la- 
Nang chiefly tofortify thols places 


— —— D Dt ng 
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lutely inconſiſtent with à true | 
faith or à true regeneration; | þ 
When therefore. we ſee a man, 
-who upon the return of the ſamo 
objects and the fame occaſions, | 
committeth the ſame-crimes 5 it | 
is à plain ſign that ho is not a- 


Faithful. A true believer may 
be ſurprized once, or twice; but 
the horror that he conceives at ji 
his fault after the commiſſion -f 
It; and the precaution, that he 
uſes afterwards againſt his own 
infirmities, can ſcarce allow him 
to relapſe often into the ſame fins. 
Grace is repreſented to us iti 
ſcripture under tho fimilitude of 

4 war, and among many reaſons 
that may be aſſigned for the com- 
pariſon, this ſeems to be a very juſt 
dne; namely, that in 4 ſtate f 


. * ——ů—ů—ů———j——— RR 
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which ex rience. has taught us 
to be t — and = amb 
poſed ts datiger, that rk 
en them againſt the ö 
enemy, Jo that at ae, 
come impregnable. bees | ihe 
man whaeſgever, who is not li- 
able to 2 — but if he main 
taim a 1 45 dlution of 
growing moſt cer 
tzinly: . if 2 de bebe areally good 
Iman; ie is almoſt impoſfible that 
he ſhould frequently commit the 
ſame gre faults. 


Tun ſecond ' differevce coats 
18 this, that a wicked. man at 


the bim of his finnii Thad 
everiecl; 2 orle or in 6 
oonfi6t z dr 


df ny, they Ten 
— — 7 natural genh 


. 


on, 


Ent 
de the 
2 1 
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ariſe from fome other {prings by 
which one may be influenced, 
who is altogether void of the 
love of God; and that inward 
conflict dr remorſe is very weak 
in an ill Man, —ů * — 
qaire overpower'd and 
with the thoughts of the plea- 
ſure or the profit which he finds 
in his fin. But a good Mah ne- 
ver falls into 4 grole fin, bat his 
conſcience flies in his fate, and 
his heart makes reſiſtance. Tho 
cloud which fleſh and blood de 
then ſpread over his mind is not 
fo thick, but he fees thro' that 
vail; the image of his God and tho 
e of his own baſeneſe and in- 
2 in offeriding hitn, is 0 
te effaceds but chat the 
man \Foels remorſe, and is wneaſy, 
even in the enjoyment of: 42 


fin it ſelf. How: impetu' ue fo+ 


1 


* 
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it may be, if he has really re- 
ceived the impreſſion of piety on 
kis Heart, or, if you will allow 
me to expreſs my ſelf ſo, if he 
Ras received the ſeal of Grace 
from on high 5 it is not poſſible 
but that his heart ſhould' make 
reſiſtance, how thick ſoever the 


then ſpread over his mind may 
be; it is not poſſible but that he 
ſhould ſee thre'- that vail the 
image of his God, whom he 
outrages with ſo much ingrati- 


fleſn and blood effaces for the 
moſt part thoſe images, and de- 
prives them of the princi 
part of their efficaey; cr if that 
were not the caſe, he would not 
fall into fin. But I ſay that it 
cannot cover them ſo far, but 


. how: violent and exceſſive ſoever 


yy © 


cloud which fleſh and blood do 


tude · I own that that cloud of 


ill remains - ſome 
\ ſcnſe . 


great profit. hath acerued to him 
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ſenſe of them. in. the bottom of. 
the Soul, and it is that ſenſe 


which gives riſe to that ſecret 
grief and thoſe- hidden regrets 


which amaze and affright the. 


man in the midſt of the pleas. 
ſute of his fin it ſelf. . 


Tux third difference is, that a 
wicked man, that is to ſay . 
ſinner in an unconverted ſtate, - / 
feels but very faint if any moti- 
ons of repentance after his fin. 
This is what happens particularly, 
when his crime hath , ſucceeded. 
happily. to him, I mean when, 
ſome great pleaſpre, or. ſome. 


m it, or when it hath. pro- 
cured. him ſome honour. or glory 
among men.: The ſucceſs, which 
ſooths his love of ptcaſure, his 
avarice, or his ambition, does 

not ſuffer him to hear the 2 i 


— 
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of his conſt iente, nor che chm. 
amts of vertue which he hat 
ſely forfaken. It is quite o- 
therwiſe w:th 4 good man when 
he falls into any of the ſe forts 
of faults thre? the ſ-rptile of his 

ſenſes, or the force of The ral 1, 
he cannot Ray long in that ſtate, 
without riſing again by teptn- 
tance. How happily foever his 
crime his ſiittetded, it is vet 

MRble, but that ths” id 
God and chat of feſtis C 


"of 
rift 
hix Avio, mould bccur 10 him 


nd Rec Him At Bis Wake 
dings. Aud &s Aben We Ake u. 
2 ſtrangers Who cbkes and 

ub, e may indeed dür- 
ing the Mort time that bur mjfitls 
ate Wholly Akeb up with the 
delights; Pettcive the Frlheth- 
— * ef biif dear tative coun- 
t6 detray in es, And the love 
of vor dn eme ts aba; * 
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ſo ſoon as the mind is no long- 
er p̃repoſſeſſed, we return to our 
ſelves, nor is it pulfible but that 
the love of our couatry and dear 
family ſhoald get the aſcendant, 
and aft inceflantly upon our 
heart, to oblige us to return þ 
in like manner | is eaſily under- 
ſtood that upon the aſſuult of 
paſſion, and fo long as the e 
chantment. of a does lan, tho 


remembrance of what we ewe 


to Ga and Jeſus Chrict his Som; 
muy ſuffer. ſome ecclipſe; but C3 
ſoon us the force. of the (harm 
cores to ebale, and we teturh te 
cold blovd, We muſt bf tec eſſi · 
ty tecall the memory of our F̊rſt 
_ jon ; _ 9 then that 
the face o juſtly ted 
repreſents it ſelf to x Sent be- 
gets u deep and affliding Re- 

in our hearts. The 

ſurceſt ſig wies nah 


for 


— W — — 
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for it is not ſelf love that reigns 
in the heart of à true ſaint; the 
love of God hol ds the firſt-place 
there, and tho' it hath been 
rudely attacked by the ſenſual 
appetite, and has been as it were 
forced to yield to the tor rent, 
it hath not for all that quite loſt 
its rank nor its force. From 


beence do proceed that bitter dif. 


"Pleaſure, thoſe ſighs, thoſe tears, 
that cantrition/ of heart, thoſe ar- 
dent groans that we ſes in the 
faithful after their fall. We 


kave an excellent inſtance in the 


perſon of David. in the. fiftieth 
nnd firſt pſaim; Where he ex- 
preſſes all» the lineaments of a 


Aieep and lively repentance. Have 


mercy upon me O Goa, © accor- 


ding to thy loving kindneſs, ac- 


' cording to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my iranſ: 


from 


ſelf· lc 
vers r 
ficul t: 
them 
it is n 
he mg 


tbe Lord's Supper, 31 


from mine iniquity,” and cleanſe 
me from my fin: For J acknow- 
ledge my tranſgreſſiont, and my 
ſin i ever before me. Againſt 
thee the only hade I ſinned and 


done this evil in thy ſight. 


Caſt 


me not away from thy Preſence, 


thy holy bir 


and take not 
from me. 


1 { 


Tur fourth: difference is; that 
1 wicked man may not only fall, 
and fall often into fins of the 


ſame kind, but 


: * 


may at the 
ame time commit many fins: of 


different kinds, adultery, murder; 
evil-ſpeaking, injuſtice. For pro- 
vided theſe Sins agree with his 
ſelf-love; and flatter him in di- 


them all at the 


ere reſpecte, he will make nodifo« | 
ficulty of ating +himfeF with 


ame time. But 
it is not ſo with a real good man; 


Ine may indeed thro? the ſurpriſe 


7 


of X 
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of ſome great object ſuffer him er 
ſelf to be dazzled and commit a * 
great fault Bur ill he is not fbr 

Lepable of committing many of ink 
different kinds at the ſame time, uu 
vor to fall into a general diſre- 0 F 
gard of his duty. For as a body 


picrcedyith many wounds, does ff gute 
not ceaſe to be in a — Nate, 83 


tho each particular wound be i0 
noti mortal: Thus a vegeners· fl h 
tion which is attacked in div ers ary 
places, and wounded in feveral 
HF. 3 ſabſiſt; tho each 
Sb tne Wou ds in particular be 
.-.; got altogether daſtructive of the 


 gainy of regene ra tion. 


x Tas is the xt nule I lay down 

. forthe examinag#ion of one's ſelf, 

namely, chat a man reffect upon 

— — 
u TBE1Q; a! 

| ed. abſarved. For 


it 91 i . 


5 dle Tandy Supper. 


—|| it LI certain thay if he: b. 

m gaged in habitual fins one 

4 quently relapſe or 

of ences, 1 {og 

| 710 be. ee * Coe if 
'Y avy that nd. proceeds 

= from mara — * and confide- 
! rations pure l 2 8 Rees t the 


e notion ofg God on Re 
be or that of his own 
Jog any part therein, if af 


he dos not miſc Ar e 5 
gain by a e e e 
tance, . ups dans 

te and temorſe 
Eule e aving 


wich — * fins oß divers 
kinds, it is 9 certain mark that 
the corruption of * reigns 
FR LE 1 

yint Tr us 
— "T0 
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fed, and to which he hath given 
the impreſſion of holineſs. But 
if in the examination he makes 
he finds the quite contrary, if 
the faults he has committed 
are rather ſins of weakneſs and 
ſurpriſe than the effects of an 
old habit, if in the commiſſion | 
of them he has felt bitter checks, e 
and found the grace of God mak- 
ing reſiſtance in his heart; if 
the victory of the' fleſh has been /, 
of no long dufation, and has given: 
* to a fincere repentance, if N 
tho infirmity has had the miſ- 18. 
fortune to yield in one yon the Ir 
other parts of piety and holineſs 
have maintained their- ground, 
he may conclude that his piety 
is ſincere, he may draw from 
thence motives of confolation and 
hope, and be perſuaded that God 
loves and will not forſgke him. 


chat. 


_ The Lord Supper. 2 35 
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The fil rule of thi Exami. 
nation. To find out one's true 


Hate an as to: ne and vertus. 


10 


159 805 in * ond place, that 
in order to diſcharge this du- 
ty aright each perſon ought to ex- 
amine himſelf as to his probity 
and vertue, which conſiſts, as ove- 
ry knows, in two points, in 
abſtaining from evil and doing 
good, or, as the ſcripture 5a | 
in being dead unto mn an 
0 8 Now as = 


ia | 


— 5 
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this point, theſe following. are, me- 
thinks, the characters of 4 truly 


Rio and religious man. 


Taz frſt i is, chat he ab- 
Hains from evil, aud rforms 

oed works, it is not ſo much 
ro' an Inclination which he 
N to his natural temper, nor 
thro' the ſtrength of ſome habits 
contracted a long time ago, nor 
out of human conſiderations taken 
from his intereſt or his honour, 
nor · by the force ofreaſoning which 
tells him that good, is good and 
evil is evil, as from ng conſide- 


rations of the fear of God, and 4 


deſire of pleaſing and obeying 
him. This character deſerves to 
be well conſidered; for it is 
that which diitioguiſhes the fim- 

le moral or civil from the Chri- 

ian, vertue. It cannot be, de- 
nied, but that there have „ 
* 0 : .an 
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and are ſtill zt this day an al- 
moſt infinite number of perſons 
that do not belong to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and at the bottom have no real 
iety or virtue, Who do not ceaſe/, 


r all that to lead a good moral 
life, How many men have there 
been, who tho' involved in the 


thick darkneſs of Paganiſm, have 
been eminent for ſuch vertues, 


as to confider them outward- 
ly, might cauſe many Chri- 
ſtians bluſh upon comparing them 
with their own '? «Nay how ma- 
ny are there among our ſelves, 
whoſe deportment is moſt hoveſt, 
who are courteous, and. affable, 
who do injury to no body, na 
who are fond of obliging thoſs 
whom they have occaſion to con» 
verſe: with: And yet it is cer- 
tain that all the vertue of theſe 
men, how beautiful ſoe ver it may 
13 Cs ap- 


not 


is ncthing. but à falſe ſhew, as 
proceeding from any good 

rinciple at the bottom. Some 
1 — an abhorrence at injuſtice, 

violence, rapin, adultery, and e- 
ther crimes of that nature, be- 
cauſe their temper does not in- 
celine them to them, others have 
corrected the ir natural temper by 
-a:good education ; others abſtain 


from theſe vices; becauſe the fim- 


{ple lights of good ſenſe, or thoſe 
of human: Wiſdom, let: them iſee 
the baſeneſs and diſorder that is 
In that ſort of actions; others ab- 
ſtain from: them thru a leſs ho- 
nourable principle, ſtill/ becauſe 
dutereſt or ambition. But there 
- are none of them who abflain 
sfrom them thro' the true and 
vaſſential teaſon, that ought to 


* * c — 
* 2 *% 4. give 
FL 
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appear in the eyes of the world, 


eye, on 
betwix: 


dren of 
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give us an averfion at- them,” 
namely, that theſe crimes are a- 
bominable in the fight of God, 
and that the Perſons who com- 


mit them can never be accept- 
able in his ſight. 1 


1 fay the ſame thing of good 
works. The men of the World 
who are perfect ftrangers to trus 
piety and vertue, may perform 
works in appearance of the ſame 
kind withthoſe of the true Faith- 


ful, they may pardon injuries, 


they may comfort the afflifed,' 
they may ſuccour the oppreſſed, 
they may give alms to the poor, 
they may. be chaſt, fober, juſt, vi- 
gilant,courteous and obliging, in- 
ſomuch that to make an eſtimate: 
of them by what appears to the 
eye, one can make no difference 
betwixt them and the true chil- 


dren of God 2 Yet it concerns us 


. very 
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very much to know that a really hic 
good man does not abſtain from. jj, 
evil and do good, purely. out of If ſerve" 
ſuch principles as I have been. ¶ /erve 
pointing out, or the like-; but out eon 
of a fincere defirs of doing the 1 zh 
will of God, and by that means Zach 
of obtaining his  bleffing and a · 
voiding. his. diſpleaſure. It con- 
cerns us very much to know that 
it is in this only that the ſqul of 
true vertue does confift, which 
= ought to be an obedience not fim- 
pi to the laws of nature, but to 
the laws of the God of nature, 
and an obedience not of, force, 
but of love, not fimply to pleaſe 
one's ſelf that one may have no- 
thing to reproach. himſelf with, 
but to pleaſe God, and-:to glori- 

| fy him to the utmoſt of one's 
| power. This is what the ſcrip- 
ture teaches us,when it calls ho- 
Lineſs and good works, a ſervice 


which 


* 
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which we pay to God. Fer ut 
hold faſt the grace whereby us 
ſerve God, Heb: xii. 28. We auth: 
ſerve him without fear in righ.. 
zeonſnefs and-hbolineſs before him 
all the. days of our ' Lafe, ſays; 
Zachartab;St. Lukeii. 84. When 
it calls them a life to God. 2e 
are dead to ſin, ſays the Apoſtle, 
but alive to God through Jeſus 
cChriſt, Rom. vi. 11. A ſervi- 
tide to God ; ye are made free 
from Sint ſays the ſame Apoſtle; 
and are become ſaruantf (Gr. 
ſlaves): 0 God, Rom. vi. 22. A 
facrifice to God; I 'beſeech you 
by rhe mercies of God, that ye 
preſent your boazes a living ſa- 
crifice, Boly and acceptable to 

God, which: it your reaſonabls 


ſervice, Rom. xii. 1 


Ir is n 
we examine our ſelves as to this 
a eee, fonts, 


eceſſary therefore that 


5 - . 
- . * * » 2 * 4 - 
4 * 
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* _— 8 


point, and that we endeavour. 
to ſound our heart to the bottom 
to fee. if we can diſcover this mo- 
tive, which is inſeparable fram.true 
ſanctification. For if we perceive. 
the notion of a God to enter in- 
to all the good we do, and that 
it is it chiefly that keeps us back 
from ſin, and prompts us to good 
works, it is 2 fure enough mark 
of the truth of our faith, If on 
the contrary. we do not perceive. 
>—eq motives, it is a, very bad 
Ws RTE 


Tux ſecond” character is, that 
a good man, what conflict ſoever. 
he may feel within himſelf in ab- 
Ataining from evil and doing good, 
and what temptation: ſoe ver he 
may ſuffer to make him take a 
different courſe, as there is no 
doubt to be made. but. he is fre- 
quently tempted, yet after 2 


to God, and to. be founded upon 


formable to the principles of his 
conduct. If he has followed his 
natural temper, or the ſtrength | 


glory, andhis-ſucceſs has anſwer- 
ed his expectation, the joy that 
Procceds from thence is entirely; 


2 


rhe Lord's Supper. "th 4 3 


obtained the victory over himſelf, 
he is ſenſible. of a great joy for 
having made a right choice; and 
this joy fails not to have a reſpect. 


his having ſhun'd the Yengerous 
occafions of. offending him, or his 
having done things acceptable in 
his fight. It is quit otherways 
with a wicked man, when he 
abſta ins from evil ar does . 
he finds motions in himſelf con- 


of an habit, he feels neither joy 
nor grief, and he looks upon what 
he has done with a kind of indif- 
ference. If he has acted, thre? 
a principle of hypocriſy, of in- 
tereſt, of ambition or of vain- 


C.5. of. 


of the nature of his paſſion; that 


Puniſhment only, he does indeed 
rejoice, that he has eſcaped the 
misfortune; but at the ſame time 


have moſt earneſtly wiſhed for, 


matter there is no wicked man, 
who feels that ſweet and ſecret 
joy that is founded upon one's 

aving done one's duty towards 
God, and that he is ſure of his 
approbation and favour, . There 
are none. but the Faithful who 
are capable of it, but as they 
never fail to feel it, and eſpecially 


overcome themſelves, and ſur- 
mount the temptation, this —_ 
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is to ſay, worldly, carnal, earthly 


and ſuch. as God has no part in. 
If he has acted out of fear of 


he regrets his not having been 
able to accompliſh what he would 


had he not been reſtrained by 
fear. Whatever be as to that 


when they have had difficulty to 


; 


"7" 8 rf Supper , 45 


_ 


acter . to me to be one of 
the moſt ſure and infallible, and 
which we are not ſlightly to paſs 
Over. | : 


Wr muſt not alſo neglect 2 
third difference between the true 
Faithful, and the men of this 
world, namely, that the life of 
theſe laſt is never adorned with 


an univerſal righteouſneſs. You 
may not find certain fins, and you 


meet with certain moral ver- 
tues in them; but in proportion as 


you will ſee them free from one, 


or two, or three or four vices, it 


you examine them well, you will 
find them engaged in- many. o- 
thers; and in like manner as you 
will ſee ſome good works of a 
certain kind ſhine. forth in them, . 


you-will- perceive them mani feſtly 


fail in many more The reafon. 


of. this. is, that hen one is not con- 


inn 20191); 


my 
© 4 


41 
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verted by the power of grace one: | efte; 


can never abſtain from evil and Oral c 
do good, but out of ſome particu- trans 
lar principles, which never extend | new 


themfelves to all ſorts of fins | thoſ 
nor all ſorts. of virtues. For ex- ſhad 
ample, the forge of temper may. (| tiucl 
well keep a man at a diſtance ver 
from rapin and drunkenneſs, the i 
from anger and rage, or it may verſa 
earry him to complaiſance, chat- . 
tity and ſobriety. Intereſt and vain- Ir 
glory may indeed forbid him ſuch 
or ſuch ill actions, and" put him cf G 
upon the exerting himſelf in ſome ©U obey 
goed ones. But neither temper, ing h 
nor intereſt, nor ambition, nor e · rene 
ducation, nor example, nor the all ( 
recepts of Philoſophy, nor any 4 rig 
He _— can ever keep a an un 
man all ſorts of vice, ner that 
inſpire him with all ſorts of ver- imper 
tue. There is nothing but the © Want 
heavenly. 2 religion of W he 
Jeſus Chriſt that can produce that & * 


a r A 


4 — 
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>: | cficQ; they alone make à gener 
1 | ral change on the man, they alone 
transform him and make him a 
1. new creature. And therefore, 
* thoſe men may indeed haye the 
;» ſhadow add ſemblance of a. par- 
y- tiuclar vertue; but they can ne- 
ever have not ſo much as even 
, | the image and appearance of uni: 
y verſal vertue.. „ . 


n- Ir is juſt the quite contrary 
h with the true faithful. 'The fear 
m | of God, his love, the deſire of 
16 | obeying, of ſerving and of pleaſ- 
r, ing him are the principles th 
e, renew the whole heart, baniſh / 
he all forts of, fins, and- fet up 
ay | ®. righteouſneſs and holineſa of N 

a an univerſal extent there. I own/ 
or that there are great remains of 

er- imperfection ill.; for who is the 

he man that can ſay, 1 have Furifes 
of | Beart, 1 am clean from my 2 | 


| 


— — — 
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But this comes to paſs;. becauſe - 
holineſs being diffuſed thro” the 
whole man, imperfection is-dif- 
fuſed in like manner too, and not 
that holineſs poſſeſſeth one part 
and iniquity another. It is not as 
in our natural day, wherein light 
and darkneſs are divided, but it 
is like the, morning, wherein 
tho' light reigns it, 111: reigns 
mixed with obſcurity.. It is 4 
Holineſs which is compleat and 
entire with regard to its parts ; 
all the vertues that it ought to 
be compounded of are there, and 
all the vices which deſtroy it are 
removed from it; but. ſtill- all 
thoſe vertues are weak and lan- 
guiſhing, and thoſe: v ices are not 
uite extirpated. However it 1s 
ill true 4. Chriſt ian regene- 
ration, gives an univerſal. inclina- 
tion towards good.; and à general 
averſion tocvcry: thing that. is 2 


* * 
4 * +4 
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e tho chat inclination and that a- 
e | verſion be not in the higheſt de- 
f. | gree. of their perfection. *Tis:. 
ot much about. the fame thing with 
rt a new man as to grace, that it is 
as with a child as to nature. He 
ht hath all the eſſential parts that 
it | conſtitute his. eſſence, a ſoul ang 
in a body, a body furniſhed »with 
ms all its different organs without 
a and within, and a ſoul-endued- 
nd with all its powers, tho? all theſe 
s ; be ſtill weak and far diſtant from 
what they will be in a more ad- 
ranced age. 


all To enter upon à juſt exami - 
an- nation of our ſelves ag. to this 
not I point, we muſt ſee whether we 
tis Ware poſſeſſed of this univerſal 
J righteouſneſs; this. ſeveral; in- 
clination.. towards. AK. \ forts... of a 
good works, and this verſion 


wm 


j 


en 


ver ſome evil habits, inſomuch 


1 E r. glory, make a - fund of e- 


man, who through the force of 


of his probity. For, as it is ſelf- 


_ reigns in his heart, thro' 'a ne- 
ce 
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the courſe of our life we diſce-- “ — 


— 
* 


that our vices and our virtues go 
together, and make as it were 
two parallel lines, it is a certain 
mark that we are not really good 
8 > 


A fourth character of this true 
goodneſs is humility. in the 
practice of virtues and the avoid- 

ng of ſins. In effect, a wicked 


ſome of thoſe principles which I 
have been ſpeaking of, ſhall live 
morally well, will not fail to grow 
proud and haughty thro a ſenſe 


Jove and not the fear of God that 


, coylequence' he muſt re- 
fer cvery thing, to his own pro- 


for himſelf of it, or as the 
pro 


. ” 


the Lord's Supper. 5t 
prophet. ſpeaks, He. muſt” burn 
zncenſe to his own net, aud ſa- 
crifice to hit own drag. But 
on the contrary, as it is the love 
of God which. reigns in the heart. 
of a true faint, and as he regards. 
him always as:his laſt end, or as 
his principal object, he cannot but 
refer; to him every thing that 
he ſees to be good in himſelf, 
and+ looking ken, himſelf to. 
be indebted to him for it, as 
favour he has received at his 
hands. Under ſenſe therefore of | 
his beſt act ions he muſt neceflt- 
rily continue humble, whatever 
joy may xedound to him from 
them, becauſe the more good 
works he orms, the nearer”. {| 
he finds himſelf, to God, and 
the more. by conſequence he is 
dazled on all fides with the ſplen- 
dor of his infinite majeſty. The' 
more good he does, the more he 


thinks, 


„ == 8 


—— — — 
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thinks on God, and the more he 
thinks on him, the more he com- 


e e 5.,q conn % + —_ 


pares himſelf with him, and the 
more - he acknowledges himſelf 


duſt and aſhes in. the compariſon, 
When David ſays im the ſecond 


Pſalm, Serve the Tord with fear 


aud rejoice with trembling, bis 


defign is not to inſpire us with 


dread and aſtoniſhment, for dread 


is nat compatible with joy, and 


it is more proper to make us ſhun 


the preſence. of. God, than to 
make us draw near to ſerve him. 
His defign then was only to de- 


note humility, which is not in- 


conſiſtent with joy, and is an in- 
{ſeparable companion of the works 


ofthe faithful. 1 


uns 


. 


" FivarLy 2 f character 
which we ought. to obſerve. on 
this head, is that à true ſaint 


nevet performs. good * ä 


koline 
believ 
that h. 
of his 
munio 
that <0 
dence 
with ( 
by the 
this le 
accord 
cept, 
which 
works 
unſpes 
where 
that p 
Paul 
derſta 
aTury 
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be Bſhuns the occaſions of fin, but 
m- & there remains in bim an ardent 
the deſire of waking further progreſs, 
elf Wand advancing more and more in 
on. Wholineſs. The. reaſon. is that the 
nd' believer finds in the good works 
ar ff that he does ſigns and teſtimonies. 
bis. Wof his election, and of his com- 
ith I munion with Jeſus Chriſt; and: 
ad that on the contrary the confl=. 
nd Edence he has of his beiag at peace - | 
un I vith God, is.mightily-impaired” 
to by the fins he falls into., It is 
m. this ſenſe of his election, which 
le- according to the Apoſtle's 2 
in- Wcept, he labours to make ſure, 
in- Ewhich upon the fight of his good 
ks. works produces in him that joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, 
whereof the Scripture ſp ; 
that peace of God, whereof St. 
Paul ſays, that it palſetb all un- 
derſtanding; that repoſe and that 
alurance which made. Deed . 
| by 


ö — 


1 
= 
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* 
* 


. Pfal. xxvii. r. But it is this alſo 


which produces this defire of 


_ which lam (probing of, ſtrength · 


ming himſel 


in proportion as he makes improve: 


ments in holinefs, the ſenſe of his 
election and his communion with 
ele Ohriſt advanceth too, and 


is hope is confirmed in h im more 
and more; whereas thro' his ſins, 


the former of theſe things is very 
much troubled, and the latter is 
1 Very: 


lay, The Lord is my ligbi and 
my ſalvation ; whom ſhall I fear 1 
e Lord es the ſtrength of my 
life, of whom ſhall I be afraid: 


more and more in 
goodneſs; for he looks upon his 
_ good! works, as pledges of the 
love which God bears him, and 
as 5 confirmation of * 
great hopes he entertains. From 
whence © followe har he ſtudies 
inceſſantly to make further pro- 
greſs in holineſs, in regard that 


after 
. 


coura 


after 
What 

roac 
he is 
hath, 
after 
of con 
who 
action 
it is 
ſantly 
them 
ſus C 
a thit 
ſays | 


— he, that hunger and 17 1 


Aa. 
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very much ſhaken. - Befides, tho 
more he advances in holineſs, the 
more he is perſuaded that he does 
his duty, and is acceptable to 
God ; upon account whereof the 
good works that he hath already 


done, ſerve as a Tpur and an en- 
couragement to him tv aſpire fill 


after higher degrees of perfection. 
What - people ſay by way of re. 

roach of a covetous man, that 
he is never content with what he 
hath, and that he always th irſts 
after more; we may ſay by way 
of commendation of a good man, 
who heaps up a treaſure of good 
actions to himielf, he never fays, 
it is enough; he deſires inebſ- 
ſantly to increaſe the number of 
them; upon account whereof Te» 
ſus Chriſt afcribes an hunger and 
a thirſt to him, * Bleed are they, 


er raghteouſneſs; Matth, v. 


— 


In 


"al 
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I is not ſo with a wicked man 
for when he performs ſome acti. 
ons morally good, either thro' 
force of temper, or out of a prin- 
ciple of hypocriſy and intereſt, 


he feels nothing of this earneſt 


defire of improving in holineſs, 


- 


'eural conſtitution, do not carry 2. 


long with them that ſpur which 


excites to further progreſs, and 
far leſs thoſe which proceed from 


hypocriſy or intereſt. I own that 


thoſe who do good thro'theefteeni8 


that they have of the good it ſelf, 
may perceive ſome thing which 
comes near to the defire we are 
treating of, but that is not à de- 
fre to pleaſe God, and to render 

oneis ſelf acceptable to him, it is 
only a deſire of doing nothing 
- Which is ſhocking to right reaſon 


and natural equity, and in wicked 


of which we are ſpeaking. The 
adtions that ſpring from one's nx} 


regard 
ſcience 
ſolved 
feels jo 
choice, 


his he: 
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men it muſt be owned that 
this defire cannot be very ſt 
and lively, It cannot equ 
that of a good man to acquire 
more and more of che love and 
favour of God. Let a perſon then 
make uſe of this means, if he 
would proceed as he ought in the 


examination of himſelf, and let 


him join it with thoſe others 


N. 1 have pro ſed in this Rule. 


They are all of a natural and ea- 
ſy uſe, and I am perſuaded that 
if one executes them aright, 
one may found a certain judgment 
upon them; for as on the one fide 
one may eaſily know, whether in 
the good which he does, be hath 
regard to God and his own con- 
ſcience, whether after he has re- 
ſolved with himſelf to do it he 
feels joy for having made à right 
choice, whether he perceives in 
his heart à general inclination ” 
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= 


all good, and a general” averſion 
to ęvery thing we call ſin, whe. 
ther his good works are accompa- 
nied with humility and abaſement 

| before God, whether in propor- 
tion as he petforms them, he 
finds a deſire of making further 

and further progreſs m the ways 
of piety and virtue; — So on the 4 

other fide he has ſolid grounds The 

ta conclude from all this, that Y on 

His faith, is trus and converfio ff e 
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T, 2. 4 Rule "Ga examine 
one's ſelf as to the acti of 


| each vertue in particular. 


"? 


1 


"EF | 2 18 Ty 
40 ſure ſoevet the Rule eme 
be, which I have Heed Tay. 

ing down in the -preceeding Chap- 

ter, yet muſt we not ſtop there. 

The thing under conſideration is 

of ſuch importanęe and negeſfity 

for the peace of dur Cönfcience, 

that we cannot be tod carefu 99 

exact in the diſcharge of = 

ace to know one's ſelf a right 

14 D then, 
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then, one would do well to ex- 
mine one's ſelf with regard to 
the proper acts of each vertue in 
particular. For it is not poſſible 
that a fimple moral vertue, nor 
a falſe converſion, nor a ſole 
_ diſpoſition to converſion ſhould 
produce in the exerciſe of parti- 
cular vertues, acts ſo preciſely 


like theſe which true piety pro- 


duces, that there ſhould be no 
means of making the diſtinRion, 


To give ſome direction then on 
this head, I fay fr, that the ef- 
ſential and proper marks of a 
true faith is to love the reading 
of God's word; to frequent the 
aſſemblies where it is preached ; 
to ſeek for the books that let us 

into the nyderſtanding of it, ta 
have; an earneſt defire. of being 
inſtrudted in the myſteries of ſal 

vation, ta make ——— ap- 
: plica- 
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plication of them to one's ſelf, 
in proportion as one meditates u- 

n, and comprehends them; to 
be touched in general with all 
the divine perfections, which 
appear in thoſe myiteries, and 
efvecielly with theſe three, his 
infinite majeſty, his perfect ho- 
lineſs, and his inexpreſſible love 
towards us. For theſe are the 
three things which faith makes 
choice of above all others in the 
meditation of the works of God, 
becauſe they touch our heart moſt, 


and our heart cannot bely its 
ſelf on this head. 


As to what regards the doubts, 
which are, as it were, the weak» 
neſſes and diſeaſes of faith, the 
are common to the true faithf 
and thoſe whom we call tem 
rary believers, that is to ſay, 
whoſe faith endures but for 4 

D z ſbor: 


— 
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Hort time. But there is for the- to 
moſt · part this difference between ar! 

the one and the Other, that in an Wi 
unconverted man, ſuch as the th: 
temporary believer, the doubts tir 

are entertained with ſome kind rid 

of joy ; whereas they never ariſe in qui 

a true believer without being ac- tri 
companied with ſome kind of tri: 


grief, becauſe the love that we bear dif] 
to God cannot endure to ſee his 

truth attacked, by arpearances 1 
that pretend to overthrow it. A 
falſe believer feels nothing of this, be li 
becauſe he does not love God to whe 
ſuch a degree as to intereſt him- ther 
ſelf thus far in his glory ; a true 
believer labours to be reſolved in 
his . doubts, he cannot continue 
long under them, and when he 
is reſolved: he feels a ſecret joy. 
A falſe believer is ſcarce ever 
ſenfible of that joy, or he is con- 
tent to continue in his doubts, and 
og r- 
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to leave the carnal part always 

armd to reſiſt grace, not being 
willing that the ſpirit of the world 
that poſſeſſeth him, ſhould be en- 
tirely out of defence; or if he gets 
rid of his doubts, by ſome en- 
quiry that he makes into the 
truth, he never ſees that truth 
triumph, but with ſome ſort of 
diſpleaſure and mortification. 


As to acts ot hope, they ma 
be common to a true and a falſe 
belie ver; for there is nothing 
wherein men more eaſily flatter 
themſelves than this. But we 
may obſerve theſe differences be- 
tween them. Firſt, That the ob- 
je of the hope of a falfe believer 
is chiefly his own happineſs, 
withont being very much affected 
with the principle from which he 
expects it. The true believet 
on the other hand has a much 
D 3 great · 
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greater regard in his hope to the 
inexpreſſible love of God, which thi 
he truſts one day fully to enjoy, 

than the other advantages which 

will redound to him from it. 

The reaſon hereof is this, that a 

falſe believer, an half converted 
perſon, has fill his own ſelf-love 

For his firſt principle, and his in- 

tereſt for his chief end; he regards 
himſelf much more than he does 
God; but a true believer loves 
God above all things: Hence it 
comes to paſs that a falſe believer 
has almoſt nothing elſe but his 
on intereſt in view; nor is he 
much concerned from whence his 
happirieſs proceeds, provided he 
de happy, that is enough. But 
a true believer is chiefly taken 
up with the fenfe that he has of 
the love of God towards him, 
and is raviſhed with the thoughts 
of his being in his favour; He 


values 
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values the grace of God above all 
that can accrue to him from it. 


Bxsipzs this a falſe believer, 
or one who has only the firſt dif- 
poſition towards converſion, and 
not the true impreſſion of piety it 
ſelf, finds himſelf chiefly touched 
with that part of his hope, which 
regards the exemption from all 
ſorts of miſeries and the enjo 
ment of every thing that is 4 4 
but as to that other part of it, which 
regards the conſummation of holi- 
neſs, and the entire abolition of 
ſin, he is not much affected with 
that. A true ſaint on the con- 
trary is indeed touched with this 
firſt part ot this happineſs, but 
he is incomparably more affected 


with the ſecond. The cauſe ot ü 


this is, that in this half converſi- 
on of a falſe believer, fin re- 


mains always maſter of the ground - 
| f D 4 of 
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of his heart, and finds oppoſition 
from nothing elfe but his own 
ſelf love, which dreads the bitter 
conſequences and effects of it, He 
has an averſion at fin then, no 
further than it occaſions this dread 


in him . But a true believercon- 


_ceives a real averſion at fin it 
ſelf, and abſtains from it, not only 
by reaſon of its conſequences; 
but on account of the vileneſs of 
its own nature, as being the great- 
eſt enemy of the excellence of 
ef man, and a thing which na- 
turally is the object of the hatred 


of God. When therefore an un- 


converted man hopes, he is ra- 
viſhed with the thoughts of that 
Happy day which will free him 
from all the puniſhments, that 
are due to his fin, and wil put 
Kim into the poſſeſſion of life and 
immortality in heaven. The true 
convert goes much further: He 

bas 18. 
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is raviſtied*with the thoughts of 
that happy day which will de- 
liver him fully from fn it ſelf, 
becauſe he conſiders it as a load 
and a burden which weighs him 
down, and as a diſeaſe which he 
ardently longs to be cured of, 


come to Charity. Every bo- 
dy knows that it hath two objects, 
God and our Neighbour; and as 
to what regards God, we cannot 
methinks deny, but that a perſon, 
among the number of thoſe whom 
Jeſus Chrift deſcribes in his pa- 
rable of the ſower, who believe 
but for a time, may have ſome- 
times a ſlight ſenſe of the love 
of God. But it is very different 
from that of a truly pious. and 
vertuous man. As the firſt al- 
ways loves himſelf more than 
God, all that he feels of the 
tove: of God does ſcarce ever con- 
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fiſt in more than in ſome acts of 
acknowledgement for what he 
hopes for from him; and theſe 
motions are neither very livel 
nor very deep, for a foul whic 
is not as yet truly converted is 
always ungrateful. But a true 
believer finds himſelf indebted to 
his God, not only for the goods 
which he has received and thoſe 
which he hopes for from him, 
but chiefly becauſe God loves 
him out of pure mercy, without 
bis having been in the leaſt wor- 
thy of his love, nay even while 
he was moſt deſervedly the ob- 
ject of his hatred. 


BSI DESs he loves God with 
that ſort of love which we call 
the love of reſpe& and eſteem: 
which is founded on the unſpeak- 
able perfections of the Deity, 
that render him infinitely "= 
| thy 
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thy, of the love of all his 
creatures that are capable of 
paying him that ſervice. and' 
tribute. He loves him with a 
love of defire, which David has 
ſo well expreſſed in his xlii. Pſal. 
As the hart panteth after tht 
water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul. 
after thee; O God. My ſoul 
thirſteth for God, for the living 
God,wwben ſhall Tome and appear 


before God? He loves him with 


that love which they call the 
love of proximity, as he is his 
Creator, his Redeemer- and his 
Father. Finally, he loves him. 
with that kind of love which 

they call the love of ſervice, for 
he directs all his life, his words, 
his actions, to the glory of his 
God, as to his aal end, which 
he has inceflantly. before his 


D.s Tas. 
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Tais true and ſolid love which 
the Believer has for God, diſ- 


covers it ſelf chiefly upon the oc 


caſions, wherein he ſees the name 
of God, and that of Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſon, either glorified or diſ- 
honoured by other people. For 


upon. theſe occaſions, a perſon 


who is not truly good and reli- 


gious never fails to have & chal 
to the intereſt which he may have 
in the actions of another, and if 
he finds himſelf intereſted in his 

erſon, and imagines that they may 
— him prejudice, he will be dil. | 
Pleaſed and diffatisfied, tho* o- 
therwife they ſhould tend to the 
glory of God; and tho' they. 
ſhould” diſhonour him, he will 
rejoice, provided they redound ta 
his own particular profit. For, 
as I have already obſerved, it is 
felf-love which' rcigas and has. 


the 


- 
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the aſcendant in a heart which 
is not as yet really converted. 


A truly good Man on the 
contrary can never ſee act ions, 
wherein God is glorified in what 
manner ſoever it may be, with- 
out . rejoicing at them, nor per- 
ceive others, whereby he. is dif. 
honoured, without feeling a. ſen- 
ſible diſpleaſure. Let him bave, 
or let him not have. a perſonal 
mtereſt in them, it matters not; 
he always finds. intereſt enough 
in the cauſe of God. This is 4 
character which we find in the 
Charity of St. Paul, 'when be- 
ing at Athens, he lam. a great 
number. of ſuperſtitions that pre- 
vailed in that city; The hiſtory 
obſerves, that. his. ſpirit was mov- 


ed within him upon the fight of il 


thoſe falſe devotions, which not: 


_. withſtanding he had no perſonal 
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intereſt in. On the other Hand: 
when he ſaw many moved with 


envy at himſelf, who would needs 
preach the Goſpel thro' « prin: 


ciple of ' vain-glory, what perſo - 


nal intereſt foever he might have 
in.the actions of thoſe men, who 


ſeemed to rob him of a part: of- 
the honour of his Apoſtleffiip, 
he did not ceaſe to rejoice to fee. 


the Goſpel preached, in. what- 
manner ſoever it might be. Some. 
indeed preach Chriſt, even of en- 


vy and ſtrife, and ſome alfo of 
" good will. The one Preach Chriſt 


of contention, not ſincerely, ſuppo- 
ſing to add affiction to = Boar, 


But the other of love, knowing 
that I am ſet for the defence of 


the Goſpet, What then ? Not- 
nor1bſtanding every way, whe- 


tber in Pretence, or in truth, 


Chriſt is preached, and 1therein 


ES 
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do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 
Phil. i. 15, 16, 17, 19. 


Wir regard to the ſecond 
object of Charity, namely, our 
' neighbour, I acknowledge that 
Juſtice, temperance, . goodneſs, 
compaſſion, are moral vertues, 
that may be found in the uncon- 
verted. Beſides, falſe religions 
do make the ſame diſtinctions 
that we make in favour of thoſe 
whom St. Paul calls of the houſe- 
hold of faith. A Pagan will 
without doubt lovea Pagan more, 
and a Mabometan a Mahometan, 
than a man of a different Neli. 
gion; the fimple conformity of 
- ſentiments and manners occaſion 
* Yet it is certain _ in 
this ſame point, true piety hath 
fomething * pos to it fel, 


which it may be known by. Firn, 7 


it loves all men in general, be» 
cauſe 


bod 


able to the firſt motions of reſent 
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cauſe it diſcovers traces of the 
image of God in them, and it is 
chiefly theſe that render them a- 


miable. The more it perceives 


this image ſhine ſorth in any man, 
the more it loves him. A ſign 
of a good man is to love good 
men, to ſeek their company, 
their friendſhip, and to be ready 
to ſerve them Again, true pi- 
ety, properly ſpeaking, hates no 

| good man may be li- 


ment, of anger and rage, but he 
cannot continue long ſo. For 
charity ſoon recovers out of her 


fainting, and gets the aſcendant. 


And therefore the worſt mark 


that can be perceived about a 
man, is to fee him poſſeſſed for 
A long time with an implacable 
hatred and reſentment; as on the 
contrary, one of the beſt andmoſt 
 eertain ſigns of 'a good man, 


18. 
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is to be ready to forgive. But 
this readineſs ought neither to 
preceed from ſtupidity nor levi- 
ty of mind, it ought to be accom- 
panied with a juſt ſenſe of the in- 
jury one has received, and pro- 
ceed from a deſire of doing one's 
duty, and of imitating God who 
pardons us a multitude of fins 
every day, | 


"A fourth vertue upon which 

we would do well to examine 
our ſelves is Prayer. This is not, 

as if the falſe believers: and: the 
unconverted did not pray to God 
nay' they ſometimes. pray with 
more. ſeeming ardor and tranſ- 
port, than really good men are 
capable of doing · But then their 
ardor chiefly regards their tem- 
poral intereſts. They do not 
.concern themſelves: much about 
the three firſt petitions of the 
: Lord's 
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Lord's Prayer, Hallowed be thy 
name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done in earth as it is in 
Heaven. They ſhew no great 
ardor, neither in asking of God 
the grace of his Holy Spirit 3. 
Neither are they capable of per- 
ceiving that ſecret joy which pro- 
ceeds from their drawing near to 
| God, nor that Aweet truſt in 
bis goodneſs. It is quite other- 
wiſe with a truly righteous man. 
In his prayers he will not fail 
to recommend his tem! in· 
tereſts to God, but ſtill with 
an intire ſubmiſſion to the orders. 
of his providence. But the prin · 
cipal part of his prayer regard 
the things thatpiety recommends,, 
namely the glory of God and his 
own ſanQification. Moreover his 
. prayers do frequently end with 
an holy joy, and an entire con- 
' fidence in the divine goodneſs, 
1 | 45 
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as may be ſeen in many Pſalms, 
which after having begun with 
ſad complaints and words of an- 
guiſh do end. with a wonderful 
aſſurance, and a perfect re-cita- 
bliſhment of joy. See on this 
head, the vi, xiii, xxii, xxxi, 
xlii, and many other Pſalms. 


I put an end t6 this Chap» 
ter with ſaying, that to reap the 
benefit for which it is defigned, 
we muſt not content our. ſelves 
with a fimple reading, we muſt 
meditate upon it in all its parts, 
to comprehend the ſenſe and the 
ſubſtance, and to penetrate in- 


to the principles of it. But - 
bo 


bove all, it is neceſſary to make 
the application of it to our ſelves, 
that is to reduce it into practice, 
each of us upon our ſelves by ex- 


amining our ſelves from point to 


Point, according to the whole 
ex - 
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extent of thoſe directions which 

I-have:given. I own that to ac- 1 
- Quit one's ſelf well as to this 

matter, there is more time re- LOA 
quired than people ordinarily 
give to afts of Devotion ;. for 
this is not the work of one or 
two days only. But if we lay 
our ſalvation never fo little to h 
heart, we will not complain - of 'Th 
the time that we. employ in work 
ing it out, and if we be not 
grown quite brutal and ſtupid, 
we will be extreamly well ſatiſ⸗ 
fied to know our ſelves in a mat- 
ter that regards more than this 


ſent life. 
Potent life. 291417 
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one's behaviour in the ai 
ferent conditions of human 
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ON» of the chief parts ef 
t 


his Examination is to en- 
deavour to know one's ſelf as to 
the different conditions of life, 
we may have occafion to find 
eur ſelves in, as adverſity, pro- 
ſperity, poverty, riches, ho- 

| | . noury 
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. nour, diſhonour, health and ſick- 
neſs. For it is chiefly in theſe 


ates that the heart of man dif. 


covers its true temper and con- 
Kitution. 


A worldly minded man, in a 
Kate. of proſperity, what moral 
or civil vertue ſoever he may be 
poſſeſſed of, what diſpoſition ſo- 
ever he may have towards piety, 

can ſcarce fail to forget himſelf, 
and fall into a neglect of the 
things of Religion, into pride, 
confidence in his riches, luxury, 


and a cantempt of his inferiors 5 


and his equals, and ina word to 
give a full carreer to his paſſions 
and appetites» The ſelf love that 
reiens in him is flattered by his 
Ws: Fi ſucceſs, and the happy con- 


dition he is in; and as the world 


zyouts him, he gives himfelf 


* 
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up to the world without mes- 
ſure and without controul. 


A truly good man does not 
this, for in the enjoyment of tem- 
ral proſperity, he lifts up his 
eart to God, to acknowledge 
1 the author of all the good 
s he enjoys; he humblerh 
mſelf in his preſence, and the 

- favours he receives 
him, the more he acknowledgeth 
himſelf to be unworthy of them. 


He is cautious of a ran — 


rights af juſtice and 2 
takes care not to a 
vantages he enjoys, but 95 — 
them towards the advancement 
x his own har a> I own 
at temparal proſperity does 
often . good men, 1has* 
a 2 m eg : abons * 
'theer atom, 
e God's favours, li- 
aalen and * But it is 
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certain that if they be really good 
men, they muſt needs ſtill ob- 
ſerve ſome meaſure in thoſe. ex- 
ceſſes, becauſe that if on the one 
fide proſperity ſooths the remains 
of corruption that are in them, 
grace on the other fide does not 
ſuffer them to abandon them: 
ſelves quite, it op poſes it ſeIf* td 
the licentiouſneſs of the fleſh, and 
does not let it run to the utmoft 
extravagance. There is always 
in the moſt violent motions of 
paſſion 4 deuf reſiſtance of vertue; 
which makes it ſelf perceived in 
the bottom of 'the heart, even 
when it ſeems to be quite over: 
tome. There are alſo ſome bleſ- 
ſod intervals wherein the mindof 
man returns to it felt, and then 
it reflects upon the vanity of the 
' things of this world, and from 
theſe · rèſlex ĩdne: the firſt motions 

| of a. return to God and of repen- 
tance do-ordinatily proceed. It 
| | 
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is therefore a matter of very great 
importance, fora man to examine 
himſelf upon this head, to ſee 
how he bath demeaned himſelf 
in his proſperity; how he hath 
received it; what gratitude he 
hath ſhewen towards God, what 
fruits of holineſs he bath produ- 


. ced, how far he has gone in the 


abuſe of it, what meaſures he 
hath obſerved in his exceſſes, 
what reflections he hath after- 
wards made upon himſelf, and 
what ſentiments of repentance he 
hath at laſt conceived? Wet 


In the afflictions of the world, 

a man whois not truly pious uſu- 

ally forfeits the ſmall joy and 
2 _ _ ans the 
avour , and eaſily per- 
ſuades himſelf that Sd boo 

not love him, in regard he allows 

hit to fall into = preſent —_— 
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In this ſtate, he acts for the moſt 


part either according to his na- 
tural temper or his habits. 1f 
his temper is haughty and pal- 
ſignate, affliction does but provoke 
him; he riſes againſt God, he 
murmurs at his providence, he is 
bitter againſt Men, he breathes 
reſentment, he meditates revenge. 
If his humour is a little more 
moderate, he applies himſelf to 
human -means, hoping to find in 


them Tome remedy to his misfor- 


tune. If he is timerous, and of a 


mean ſpirit, he gives himſelf up 


to .complaints and regrets, an 
ſeeks conſolation in his grief and 
tears. If he is furniſhed with 


any principles of Philoſophy, he 
gives way to a certain wild rough- 


neſs, and . endeavours to bring 


| © Limſelf S 


i: aff 


wW AG ty 


iz isi cup te: f 14 19 
Tuts are not the charactert 


E 0 3 Re 2D Bc; 29:0: 46:38 


the Lord's Supber. 85 


ly 
beingdelivered from the preſent 
affliction, that lies heavy upon 
him, and not trom any real grief 
for having offended God and in- 


curred his diſpleaſure, and fur 
leſs from a firm and ſteady reſo- 
Jution of amending his life for 
the future. od 2501 


of true piety 5 for a really 
man looks upon affliction as 22 
fibte mark of the Divine diſpleg- 
ſure which he has incurred; and 
then reflect ing upon his own fins . 
and the ble — hath made of 
the favqurs of God while he en- 
joyed them, he coademm hiny- 
OATH B 2 ſelf 
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8015 he conceives a deep and live- 
277 for having behaved him- 
ſo diſingenuouſſy. He ab- 
hores the — s 2 rift = 
rinſe God; and is ſo far 
mürmuring at Bis kroridene, 
that he acknowledges with ſub- 
miſſion the power, the wiſdom, 
and the juſtice of it. He recals 


to mind all the favoure that he 


hath received from God, all the 
confolations: that de hath felt in 
his -communion, all the "motives 
that he hath had to ſerve him, 
and this produces a livel . — 
pleaſure in him for not 
done his duty, and begets 4 n. 
dere deſign of amendment. Fi- 
nally be turns himſe lf towards God 
with humility, and tho? he feels 
the diſmal effects of his anger, 
* does he not ceaſe to be per- 
uaded of his love, and to ſay to 
him with Job: Though thou 


o 
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ſbouldeft-flay ne, yet willi I brut 
ce. He prays to him 3 but 


in thee... 
the chief ſubject of his prayet, 
iz to obtain the pardon of his 
aſt and grace to live 
more circumſpectly and moro 
conformably to hie Laws for 
the time to come, His pre- 
fent — he 2 it ar 

tience, and after having wiped 
— the firſt tears of nature, he 
raiſes his courage, he reſumes 
new ſpirits, and puts a; ſtop to 
the courſe of his grief, not out 
of a principle of I know. not what 
philoſophick inſenſibility, which 
is nothing but pride and brutali- 
ty 35, 09-0605, n 80 
reſignation to the will of God, 
know ing 8 that afflict ron, it 
ſelf, when rigbtly improved, will 
turn to his advantage in the end: 
In regard allihingſ work together 
for good 10 7 that love God. 
1 3. 
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Ne does not negletꝭ human means, 
when he ſces them proper for his 
deliverance; but when ho im- 
ploys them, he always implores 
the — 22 God upon them 

them 2 as in the 
welder * Providence. 


A wicked man will 4140 no 
ſerupte to imploy ſinſul and un- 
Iawful means for his recoyery, 


but a good man rejects them with 
fadignation, remembring that his 


chief end is not to get rid of af- 


flierion, but to pleaſe God, and re- 


gain his love and favour. As to the 
— from whom his afflictions 
he toe org as the ſecond cauſes, 
does not give way to any de- 
— or — of revenge upon 
them ; but he pardons rin as 
he would bars” God to pardon 


| himſelf, and keeping his eyes 


upon his own faults, and 
; upon 


a &R &t © Win yr rn A 24 ft © wry 


BCLS D ES 


the Lords Supper, 89 
b juſtice of cho:wd = 


above, he condemns the one, and 


adores- the other. To' thee, - 0, 


Lordi belonugeth raghteoufueſs, 


vnd to me ſhame and confuſion. of 


Ir affliction comes from. the; 
profeſſion of the Truth, and Re- 
ligion hath drawn. any ſufferings 
upon its. tollowers, from the 


world's part, in that ceſe\a wick; _ 


ed man will behave himſelf in a 
quite different manmuir from 4: 
truly good man; for the:former: 
will endeavour by all the wind- 


ings of. addreſs to accommodate 


himſelf to the times, in order to 
guard himſelf aguinit the ſtorme- 
He will be always ready to creep 
and cringe, to play the hypoorite, 

to yield to the ftrram, and for 


this effect to enlarge · the bounds 


of his conſcience. He will con- 
hh E 4 demn 
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demn thoſe as rigid and ſcrupu. 
lous, who in matters of conſci. 
ence and Religion, will not bow 
in any ſort ; when accommodations 
ſhall have no further place, he 


cution, he will call hatred, anger, 
fon, ſedition and whatever 
eſh and blood can ſuggeſt, to 
his aſfiſtance, to repay evil with 


ther. In fire, whenall that falls 
Hort, and he finds it im poſſib le to 
free himſelf from perſecution by 
_ theſe ſorts of means, he will faint, 
he will grow weary of ſuffering, 
and will look upon the profeſſion 
of the truth as an odious thing, 
which robs him of his reſt, his 
and bis pleaſures ;. which: 


look upon it as à bar in his way, 


baulks all bis hopes, and upon 


this. 


will grow peeviſh againſt perſo- 


evitand return one injury for ano- 


are his great concerns: He will: 


which croſſes all his deſigns, and 


5 _ 
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this will quickly follow. an en- 


tire and open deſertion ef Reli- 


gion. For, as I have already ſaid, 
1d is ſelf- love, that is to ſay, a 
carnal and worldly love that 
holds the chief rank in his- 
heart, and reigns unrivall'd 
there. But as to the really good 
man his conduct is quite diffe- 
rent -upon- theſe ſad occeſions. 
Firſt ofall.he looks upon afflicti - 
ons as the almoſt unavoidable - 
conſequences of t he true Religi - 
on; and inſtead of. being 8 
liz'd at, he is the more conſir- 
med in it. upon that account... 
He runs over in his mind all that 
which. Jeſus Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles ha ve faid on this head. 
Fan man will follow. me, let 
Bis craſ, Mat. xvi. 24. Fe 
wore of. the world, the cuorlu 
— . JE - 
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"ye are nor of the world,” but ' 1 
Bade c hoſen you out of the worla, 
therefore the world hateth you, 
John xv, 19, Te ſball be hated of 
All men for my name ſake, but 
Ze that enduvetÞ nuto the end 
ſhall be ſaded, Mat: K. 42. We 
muſt thro* much tribulation en- 
ter into the kingdom of God, 
Acts xiv. 22. Tf we die with 
* Chrift we Hall alſo ue with 
im, if we fuffer wir him; we 
Hall alfo reign n0#rh him, 2 Tim. 
I. 12. t hut will live godly in 
Cpbriſt Feſus ſhall ſfffer perſecu- 
tion, 2 Tim. iii. 12. Phom the 
Ford lonerh he cbaſtenei hi, and 
frourgethᷣ every ſon whom Be ve. 
civeth. Tf ye endure chaftening, 
Goa dealeth with you" as ſons, 
for what Sn it Be, whom the 
father chaſtenerh not; Heb. xii. 
6. 7: Beloned/think is not ſtrange 
 oncerning he fiery iryal which 
— 1 ZF 
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tb aut lor and fin 
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Ait to 7 y vn, as F if ſome range 


thing. bappened. umto yo: Out 
rejoice in af much. as ye. are 
Partakers af Chriſt 4 Jufert N 


I Pet. i Wo 12, 13. 


Sa cop, He „ke avich = 
afflictions in that noble and beau- 
tiful light. they are capable of, 
_ that they give us à con- 
formity. to Jeſus. Chriſt; Let, us 
look unte Feſu s, ſays the Apoſtle, 

Aer of our faith,, 
who, for the, glory that was ſe 
before him, endured the crofs. di 
ame, Heb, xii; Ae. 
that thereby we have the hon- 
our to maintainthe cau ſe of Sed e 
and his Goſpel. Unto von it i 
given in the, behal aff, of. Chriſt,. 
not only e e. him, hug al al 
ho ro ſuffer for bls ſake; thil, i. 


29, That 155 are as it were 'Y 5 
| 9. 


whergby: we mountup doeh 


CO. IG — — — 
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dom of Heaven. Our light af: 
fiction which is but for a Mo- 
mens worketh for us afar more 
exceeding and eternal weight of. 
Lory; that they are means of 


making the value and excel- _ 


- lence of our faith and piety ji 
* The trial of your faith; 
berng much more precious than 
gold that periſbeth, tho it be 

tried in the fire, ſhall be found 
mw wrto Praiſe, and honour and glo- 
1 3 at the appearing of Nur 


rift, 1 Pet. i. 7. that they are 
occaſions where in God uſes to 
lorify his wiſdom and power,. 
n the preſervation of che Church. | 


When thou palſſt through the 


nwaters I will be with thee, and 
wil  nhrough the rivers they ſhall nos 
„ oder flow thee : when thou walkeſt 
Wl zhrough the fire thou ſhalt no- 
be burnt, Iſa. xliii. a. that they 
© uſually accompanied with a 


new 
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new degree of grace, which God 
grants to his children. God it 
Jaiuthfulwho will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able, 
but will with the temptation al- 
fo make a way to eſtape, rhat ye 
may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 
X- 13. That they are chaſtiſe- 
ments neceflary for our correcti- 
on. Sefore Twas amicted I went 
aſtray, But now have I keep d 
thy word, Pfſal. exix. 67. Thas 
the good man looking r the 
ſufferings of the Church in all 


theſe lights, inſtead of being trou- 


bled and confounded' at them, 
makes them on the contrary mat - 
ter of joy and glory, according 
to what St. Paul ſaid, doe glo 


» 


in our tribulations, Rom. v. tit, 


In the third place, He is in- 
capable of making any breach 
upen his conſcience, in order ho 

| NOTE ob 
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obtain a. deliverance out of them. 
He does not raſhly and unadviſ- 
edly expole himſelf to them, it 
is true: for that were to. tempt 
God. Nay. he even fhuns, and 


would be very loath to. eſcape 


conſult his eaſe at the expence of 
his conſc ience. For he knows 
that integrity of heart, of ſpeech. 


and that he who would have us 
be awiſe-as ſerpents, would have 
us, alla a be harmleſs as doves.. 


Chriſtian. fimplicity, which does 
not allow us to do the leaſt vi- 

olence to our confcience under 
any pretence whatſoever, but they 


cars alſo contrary to true pradencs- 
K | | | or. 


keeps at as great a diſtance from 
them, as lawfully he can; but he 


them thro' any ill means, or to 


and bebaviour, is a thing the 
moſt acceptable of any to God, 


He knows even that theſe ſorts of 
ſhifts. are not only contrary to 


Fa . Z. 2 BZ Beers 


* * 
2 „ po A ao. ana 


by them. For he remembers 
a „ 


1 


For beſides that they deprive us of 


the bleſſing of God upon our con- 
duct, and make us Fall under a 


faint-heartedneſs that deferves to 
be blamed, they do nothing but 


give the world ground to 


things farther, in hopes of ſuc- 


-ceeding; inſomuch that the ſureſt 
way of being wife as ſerpents is 


the being harmleſs as doves. 


Is the fourth place, He never 
- uſes this wrong expedient ſo com- 


mon among fuch us are no true 
believers, to have recourſe to an 
exceſs, to ſedition, or bloodſhed, 
to ward off perſecution. He will 
not neglect to make his own juſt 
apology and defence, for that js 
natural, fit and allowable, but he 
will not uſe unjuſt and blameable 
means, tho he ſhould find it an 
eaſy matter toaccompliſh his ends 


—— — 
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the example ef Jeſus Chriſt his F 
faviour,who,when he was reviled, I 
reviled nos again,when be ſuffered I 

ge threatned not, but committed 1 

himſelf to him, who judgerh ragh- P 

;reonſly, 1. Pet. ii. 3. - 
Laſtly; If his affliction con- fe 
tinues 8 he bears it patiently | h 
without fainting.. He calls up of 
his piety to wipe off the tears of Ac 
nature, and ſtop ite complaints; = 


but after all he is far from con- 

ceiving « Ailgal or averſion at 1 

Religion, which draws. theſe 4 
t 


ſufferings, upon him I reckon, 
ſays St. Paul, be fiifferings of || th: 
the preſent time, not worthy to vol 
ze compared with the glory tha: vol 
Hall he: revealed in ud, Rom. || of 
vii. 18. To him that opercom- | 20 
eth will I give to eat of che-rree || and 
of life, that is in the midſt of 2 
e 


ie har adiſe of Goa, Rev. 11. 7. 
2442 | | I. }F wou. 
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I own that it may ſometimes 
happen that a good man may be 


ſurprized, and in a manner over- 


wered by the firſt motion of 

ar, or of hope, or by any other 
illuſion that extraordinary un- 
foreſeen objects may occaſion in 
him, as we ſee in the example 
of St. Peter. But theſe diſmal. 
accidents have always theſe thres 
marks ; firſt, That the heart reſiſts 
them, andthat it oppoſes inward- 
ly all that 'the mouth. does, It 
is theſe ſorts of actions which 
they call of conſtraint, not but 
that they are in ſome manner 
voluntary, but becauſe they are 
voluntary only thro' the weakneſs 
of the will, which has not force 


enough to. maintain its ground, 


and which gives way, only thro? 
faint-heartedneſs : inſomuch that 
the man. does. the evil that he 
would not, and which he 9 
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eth even while he is commit: 
ting it. The next mark is, that 
theſe falls do not laft long, ſo 
ſoon. as they happen, the heart 
riſes again by a ſincere repen- 
tance. The finner turns his eyes 
en Jeſus: Chriſt, and he meets 
with bis looks which pierce his 
ſoul. What haſt thou done, ſa 
theſe terrible looks, what ha 
thou done ungrateful and perfi- 
dious that thou art. Thou 
haſt. done violence" to thr coo: 
ſcience, thou haft betrayed; the 
truſt of my truth, thou haſt 

. outraged my grace, thou haſt 
changed my love into anger, thou 
haft rendred thy ſelf unworthy 
of my ſalvation. Give an account 
of the ſprinkling of my blood, 
and my ſpirit of holineſs, with 
which T honoured thee. Then 
in an inſtant all the objects be- 
fore him change their face, light 
Pp turns 


ä 
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turns intodarkneſs, and the moſt 
inanimate creatures get mouths 
to reproach him with his crime. 
Hence proceed the cries, the fighs, 
and bitter tears of the ſoul. My 
God, ſays he, my ſaviour, have 


mercy on me; do not rebuke 


me in thine anger, nor chaſten 
me in thy hot diſpleaſure. Re- 
pentance never ceaſes, till it ex- 
ert its utmoſt effects to repair 
the evil, To this we may add 


a third mark, namely, that theſe 


{ad accidents cannot happen often- 
er than once to the true believer, 
for the horror of his crime does 
not eaſily flip out of his memory, 
and, as I have ſaid before, piet 
fortiſies the places upon which 
the aſſault was formerly made, 
and puts its ſelf out of a conditi- 
on of being ſurprized again. 


. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Fifth Rule, T confer 
- one's. ſelf with regard to the 
reſiſtance one has made to 


ZE ber, firong temptation. — 


T Here arefew people who make 
profeſſion of piety, eſpecial- 

Iy if they be: of any rank and con- 
ition in the world, who do not 
frequently find themſelves in 
dangerous circumſtances, wherein 
their faith and vertue are put to 
the Proof, and wherein thro” the 
_ of God they do not ſuc-, 


cumb. 


propeſe:ro mae. 


. undertak 


1 
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cumb. 1 would have them draw 
aſſiſtance, from .this mean for the 
the knowing themſelves aright, 


and that for that purpoſe they 
would. make an exact reflexion 
upon the manner whereby they 
have diſcovered theſe ſnares, for 


that will not contribute a little 


to the examination that they 


Te then a man has ſometimes 


Found himſelf in great temptati- 
ons from the world; if, for exam- 


ple, perſons .eminent for power 


and authority, if perſons lovel 


and dear to us, have made uſe 


of their promiſes, the ſweets of 


their friendſhip, and all the o- 


ther motives that are uſually em- 
ployed, to make us change our 

eligion, or engage us in an ill 
taking, in a word to entice 
us to make ſhipwreck of our ver- 
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tue and probity, in what manner 
ſoever it may be, and if we have 
ſtood firm and immoveable, that 
is a very good mark of the truth 
and fincerity of our piety and 
yertue. For neither the force of 
8 nor a ay 2h moral or 
civil vertue, nor a ſole diſpoſition 
to piety, are capable of reſiſting 
the great intereſt of the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a family, or worldly ad» 
vancement, or all the charms of 
a tender friendſhip and a power- 
ful perſuaſion. : 

n muft not however flop 
there, for it may ſometimes 
happen that. a man may. defend 


_ himſelf from theſe temptations, 


either thro caprice, without be- 
ing well able to tell the reaſon, 
or thro « ſentiment of vain glo 
to do himſelf an honour,. 50 | 
maks it a point of merit; ales 
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the prejudice of education, or 
thro' confiderations of eſteem or 
friendſhip for other perſons. I 
own that this happens but very 
ſeldom, or rather that this ſcarce. 
ever happens in perſons who 
make but the ſmalleſt uſe of their 
reaſon. A ſoul poſſeſſed with 
ſelf-love, and in which the ideas 
of the world bear ſway, will it 
be capable of holding out againſt 
a great hope, a ſure and a preſ- 
ſing one which acts in concert with 
all that which has the aſcendant 
over the mind, or can touch the: 
heart? Can it I ſay, make refiſ. 

tance in ſuch a caſe, either thro*: 
obſtinacy alone, or a falſe plea- 
ſure of contradiction, or the fim-: 
dle Yies of birth and edncatien, 
which: have ſcarce any force after 
ne's.infancy is over; or thro the 
onſiderations of human friend- 

ap and eſteem, that have ſcare 


ever 
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ver any ſuch great efficacy? 
This is very hard to be believed, 
and we have much greater real- 
on to ſuppoſe, thatthe impreſſion 
of the Deity alone is capable of 
triumphing over theſe objects. 
Yet will I make the ſuppoſition 
that ſuch a thing may — 
and I wiſh we would examine 
our ſelve on this head. Let a 
man call to his remembrance 
then what he has experienced 
upon theſe occaſions, and if he 
find that he has gained the vic- 
tory thro the ſolidity of his ver. 
tue, and thro' the fear of God, 
that he hath ſeen the promiſes of 
advancement in their whole ex- 
tent, that he. has not called them 
into queſtion; nay that he has 
not been inſenſible of the invit- 
ing attractions wherewith they 
came recommended, that not- 
withſtanding he has overcome 


them, 


and of an aid he has recei 
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them, hekauſe he placed his great 
intereſt in ptety, in oppoſition to 
all worldly intsteſt; and that 
the ſweets of grace have fwallow- 
ed up all human ſweets, he oughe 
to make no doubt of it, but may 
be S himſelf that it 
is the fruit of tr Bar generatiom 
It is not abe ell of fleſh and 


blood, it is that of the HolyGh 


ümiduity to 
t that one 
may form of that victory will be 


| Tunes ſotts of proofs are true 
Touchſtones, by which we may 


know our ſelves, and W 
ood man hath once made them, 

ought to give thanks to God, 
TAK - F * | and 
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and providence with regard to 
tion. Men propdſe ends to them- 


13 they had imagined to 


dio ue him in ſuch a manner. 
8 * : 4 : ane 
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and acknowledge, Eis bounty for | * 
havi as the gone fide furni ſhed 
bim with ſuch an excellent oc- || b 
'eafion of doing his duty, and 
making his calling and election 
N the other fide for — 


having ſupported him in the con- 
the ways of the divine wiſdom 


his children in making uſe of 
ſuch, powerful attacks to ſeal 
more. and more in their ſouls 
the, truth of their regenera- 


el vos, but in ſuffering them 2 
to act according to their own in- "11 
© tention, makes, uſe of their mi- firs 


niſtry to cauſe the quitecontrary 


ucceed. How happy is the be- 
die ver then, when it pleaſes Godl 


Yar 


of puniſhmeat. 


in the moment of d 


ſtend of keepi 
from, he throws himſelf into the 


to chaſtiſe our 
| : F 


— 


The Lord's Supper. 


—— — 


, Tar ought a perſon to aks 
heed that he do not make an ill 


uſe of this reflection, for if under 
pretence that a man has attained 
to a ſupereminent degree of per- 


ſection, when he hath ſtood E | 


a trial, one ſhould imagine that 


he might voluntarily expoſe him- 
ſelf to danger, that were to be 


uilty of very great raſhneſs, and 
— ec, a fin moſt deſerving 
t, One cannot fuf- 
ficiently difttuſt his own weak: 
neſs, and without an extraordinu⸗ 


revelation, cannot promiſe him- 
fei that God will ſuccour him 


that he will ſuccour him, if in · 
at a diftance 


way of it. Tho' it were only 
with 's deſign to humble us, and 


>. ny 


er, at leaſt 


preſumption, it 
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may. happen that God will give 
us up to our own infirmity, and 
there is the more appearance that 
| he will doo, when we run head- 
F Jong to brave the danger, than 
„ that, be will ſapport us. We 
mut therefore, N Mae fort of 
._ temptations, , and avoid every 
ching that may tend towards them, 
d incline rather towards fear 


{ how. : 
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nce, it "to 
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mine himſelf as. th CY pgs 2 
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through , Fi or We ay; 
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| | merly he has been fubjeQ to ſuch 
© guilty of fuch or ſuch faults, 


dich he has afterwards cor- 
5 rected by the pains that he hath 
taken, by the motives of Religion 
and by the fear of God, it is a 
good fign; Toy has its imper- 
1 ctions and weaknefles, but the 
are like thoſe of . infancy which. 
E abate — 6 day, and not like 
|” thoſe of old age which daily in- 
cCcreaſe. A man not truly. conver- 
ted is like the ſetting. ſun whoſe. 
ſplendor and light grows ſtill 
Aleſe and leſt, and is . to 
pHhe quite loſt in the darkneſs of 
the night; or if you. pleafe, he 
is like a dying fick-man, wha loſes 
by little and little what life he 
has, and draws inſenfibly nearer 
and nearer to the grave. A true 
aint on the contrary is a riſing 
 _=_ ſun, who mounts upward, and who 


5 
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that we can deſire. But if on 


ground, if wo caſt a languiſtiing 


9 12 * 7 ö 13 

acquires new ſtrength in propor 
tion to the, Progreſs he makes: 
He is a fick- man recovering, he 


is ſtill weak, it is trug, but fn 2 


every day makes 4 Rep at fe 
towards Perſee, neal; Prom 
Glory, 0. . lays ys St. Paul, 
and from faith. ro faith; this | 
expreſſion· denotes an inereaſe in- 


dhe from true regeneration... 


SS p« Arca 


lr 8 in our ASE 
en, we find this mark in ourſelves, © 
let us rejoice in the grace of God, 
it is one of the moſt happy figns 


the contrary. we .makeno progreſs, -/ f 
if inſtead. of advancing, we. loſs * 


eye towards the world, ftom 

which the divine calling dught 

to have divorced us, tis a ſad and 

diſmal ſign. N the A- 

ths Kere 78 . e 
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Je may u 
= 2 at po ng, ; 
he. in every good work, an 
| Sncreaſing in the knowlegds of 
S God; ſtrengthened with allmight 
”.. according to bis glorious power, 
1 44 e atience and lon uffer- 
\ ulneſT, Col. i. Io, 
17. The body fon ſays he 
- elſewhere, berng firly 1817 to- 
geber and compacted by that 
;  - which every joint e 
1 | por d#n:g ro the effe Fual e 
| - of the meaſure of every 22 
maketh increaſe 7 the body, un- 
To rhe edifying of zrſelf in love, 
 - Eph. iv. 16. In his Epiſtle to 
Mes the ao zans (iii. 13, 14.) 
be eth himſeif as an ex- 
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* id, it will be of 


with ſuperſtition, that we may 
form 4 judgment of 
to that point; ſor it is cert 
That phos oy \ vie oi fa 
religions, t em ta 
leſe impreſſon on the heart 
their devotees; than che me Re 
ligion does on the: 
Heh fut. e ſee inthe: 5 


the other, 115 ſame; goed * 1 


readineſs to do every 
they believe will 1 tend to the 
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uſe to us; to compare” true piety 


dur ſelves: i-4 
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tion, the ſame zeal, 


e her 
glory of God. n love God 
each 
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be 
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ceeach uccord ing to the ideas they 


ferm of him, they ſerve him ac- 
cording to their way, and thro' 


fear of offending him they en- 
_ deavour to. live irreproachably 


among men.. Itis neceflary then 
to ſet this matter in a juſt light, 
for our conſolation, and to — 
dur ſelves ſtill more of the truth 
«os of our piety. in every. reſpett. | 


Pins r, That which a ſuper+ 
fitious man calls piety and de- 
votion conſiſts in nothing elſe for - 
the moſt part, but in acts which 


ce an never be acceptable to God, 
ad which an erroneous conſci - 


once puts him upon. His good 

intention is ſeduced, his zeal is 
without knowledge, his de votion 
is injurious to God, and his 
. readineſs to glorify him, is but 


' _-@ readineſs to diſhonour him in 


can. 


Lr „ "ou 
. f 8 


. imagines that he will be pleaſed 
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can one do to God, when. one 


P — 


wirh certain childiſh actions like 
thoſe of the ſuperſtitious, ieh 
« man who has but a very ſmall 
degree of wiſdom would make no 
great account of? What honour 
can a man de him when one ima- 
gines like: the ſuperſtitious, that 
there is ſin and offence agaĩuſt 


his divine majeſty in indifferent Y | 


actions, which in themſelves have 
nothing vitious-or irregular about 
them, and whereof notwithſtand- 


ing one makes a point of con- 


ſeience? What honour can one 
do him when one pays him a 


kind of worſhip which is incon- 


ſiſtent with the ſpiritual, imma» 


terial and infinite idea that we 
ought te have of him according 
to the nature of his: being? What 


honour can one do him when ane 
performs ad of religion Which 


ſup» 


. 


” one's ſelf with the worſhip whic 
de calls in ſpirit and in truth, 


* 
. 


i 
„ — 

” 

; .. - " 

| Igumatc, whom one makes me- 
" , g 
N : | "4. CY 
' — , - * k | 


a. At Se Ai 
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ſuppoſe in the creature a patti- 


cipation of infinity, which yet is 
ſo peculiar to God, that it an- 
not be communicated! to any 6: 

ther being? © What:|honour: cus 


, _ ; — , . * he * 2 * "*: - n 
one do him, when one imagines 
. ; * re +3 


one can appeaſe his anger 


. _ expiate his own fins by: actions 
which bear no proportion, net- 


ther to out offence nor his juſ- 
tics? What hongur can one :46 
him, when inſtead of contention 


and which is ſuitable to the na- 


ture of God, and one uſce only 4 


worldly pomp and magnificence, 


which conſiſts in external th inge, 


and - regards the ſenſes only? 
What honour can one do him; 


| - when one makes a part of his 


worſhip and ſervice fall upon the 
creatures, and thoſe even dead and 


ED, 


* 


s 


vv Bs IOC Goa ale Sg + 


_ bhe& have- preat 


to be God = us T! | 
Far bonour can one ds hid, 
ven dne Ei his Tervice Bk 
fist net Hrnply in things s whic 
he bath 'commanded, t in 
voluntary devotions which tre E 
the invention of men, and which 
have rio other recommendation 
but that of human 'authdrigy 
It is certain then ſthat i mai who 
ſhall reflect on: theſe things, gud 
ſhall And that His piety *and-de- 
votion wah; * kind, that e 


is 2 | 
l ng & that it = 


— but what is evangelical 
about It, will in 23 7 
ground ob jay, 
and will bleſs God for oy | 
ſet bim in the right way. 


Tur we mall 2oweil re make | 
two reflexions here:  Wherehf 
eps is, That "tho" one makes | 


Pro- 


- 


/ . 
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profeſſion of & Religion, whoſe: 
worſhip is moſt+ pure, one does 
_ _ e raw an- 

to ition, W elmagines, 
2 himſelf aright of 

the duties of Religion, it is ſuf- 
ficient to practiſe / the outward 
acts of it, ſuch. as the frequent - 
ing the publick aſſemblies, the 
hearing the N of. God with 
attention, the joining in prayers 
4nd other things of 8 | 
or when one -fancies- that theſe. 
acts are the principal part of de- 
votion. This is:to turn good in- 
= to evil. Theſe acts are good 
when rightly uſed, that is when 
they are employed asthe marks 
and exerciſes · of the inward de- 
votion ot the ſoul, or as means to 
advance and confirm us in it; but 
we turn them into ſuperſtition 

. when we make them the total or 

Dupital part of devotion, the eſ- 

ITT | 


ſence 


the chief 


— — — — —-— — . 
__- the» Lord's Supper. 12 
ſence whereof conſiſts in the in- 
ternal worſhip of the mind. The 
ſecond® obſervation isi That we 
may fall into another abuſe no leſs. 
8 than the former, name; 
y 


by imagining. that all theſe 
external acts of devotion are not 
neceſſary in the ſervice of God, 


and that we may neglect. them 
without wronging our conſcience, 


under pretence that they are not 


make a 2 uſe of them. 


For tho' they are not the eſſen- 
tial part of true holineſs, they do 


not ceaſe to be gbſolutely neceſ- 


ſary, for. the reaſon- I have been 


alledging, that they are: the 
marks and exerciſes of piety, and 
means to confirm us in it. 


true ſaint ſhuns equally. the one | 


and the other of theſe two ex- 


treams, the ground of his heart 


is conſecrated to. God, nor docs : 
5 ö ne 


part, or: that we may 
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— — — 

he neple t thy external duties c of 
lie N | 
„„ 

"he "he ſicond place 1 . . 
that che devorion of u ſuperſtiti- 
dus man differs from that of the : 
truc Faithful in the i kt 
chat the one and the other 3 we 
the Heart; und the effects 2 


Wat they e there. ww a 
muſt not imagine, for: examp 1 


thut the perſuaſion that one has. 
of ettor'is equal to that which 
we have of the Truth. I know 
that St. Paul ſays, that God:ſenids 
men ſtrong deinen, that they De 
- Podild believe: @ bye, 1 Thef. ii. 11. r 
But this does not infer an equal IM £52 
| efficacy A ſpirit under delufi- Th 
on is ike 4 man is 4 dream, the on, 

falſchood -whereof he does not 
Perceive, but whereof he is far 


1 having the ſame certainty, 
'thix man Who ie awake, has of 


the- 


—_— 


| the the dbjeQs that heſecs and l. : 


dance; that which a fincere piety 
ves 
de that which proceeds from 


- * * 


. Led 7 — ; 


r 


8 In be 


— — 


'Tis ignorance, dice and come 
fuſion which uce a ſalſe per» 


ſuaſion, but it is light, — =_ 


on and mien Gbicl bets 
JEN Wy” © 11 5 n+! eee 


1 ch che ſams- thing f e 


uite another nature 


is ot 


perſtition Phe firſt is 4 | ©» 
eaten he built -(ſoli&Þ| 
grounds 5 "ris rhe: teſtimony 4 1 
the holy Pirit, bearzng watneſs | 
with our ſpirit that we are the 
children of God, Rom. viii. 18. 
The ſecond: is only an | aginati- 
on, which has notti * in it. 
Tis an amuſement — hag | 
that charms its inquietudes, —— 
to ſpeak, and diverts itsgriefs far 
a time : | Whereas the other id 
c true tranquillity, a peace _ 
2 " bh 


oh * 
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takes away all the cauſes of fear, 
and ſubſtitutes the cauſes of joy 


and conſolation in their place. 
— bear the 
upon, and which 


Wis a peace 
being ae 
maintains its ground upon the 


_ occaſions wherein it is called out 
to diſplay its vertue; whereas the 


other does infallibly ſuccumb 


when put to the trial: That: is" 


| if one enquires feriouſly into the 
principles and — of it, or 


. if it is, put upon defending; its 


ſelf againſt any: terrible objects. 


A. falſe confidence vaniſhes: and, 
abandons the man. upen great af. 
flit ions, and at the approach of 


death and judgment; whereas a 
true one remains firm and tri- 


umphs upon the like occaſions. 


As to what regards the love of | 


God, .if one may: ſay,. that ſuper- 


#ition ſometimes. inſpires.a ſcaly 
8 ; 4 4 


enter 
not io 


— 


Ke 
, P * 


ee eee 


E 
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of it, there is no doubt to be made, 
but it is. very different. from that 
of the true faithful. The love 
of the true Faithful is intirely of 
the ſuperior part of the ſoul and 
of the new man; quite purified 
from earthly things, and diſen- 
gaged from ſenſe. But that of 
the ſuperſtitious conſiſts chiefly 
in paſſion, it. is- more carnal than 
ſpiritual, and has more of ſenſe 
than religion in it. From hence 
it proceeds, that this laſt is ordi- 
nari ly hot and impetuous like the 
fire of a fever, and the vialence 
of a torrent; — _ other 
is full of. uillity peace 
like the — heat of the body, 
or-a gently gliding river. That 
of the ſuperſtitious: is, entire]y.of | 
the nature of its principle, con- 


formable to the notion that he 


entertains of Gbd ; and as that 
notion is confined, ſo is the oye 
| | that. 


— 
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that” it s too. Befides, 
i we have ſaid, that the perſua- 
Kon which we have of error is 
. Ihcomparably weaker than that 
which we have of truth, we 
muſt alſo acknowledge, that the 
love which error produces, what- 
ever it may be in it ſelf, does not 
poſſeſs the heart with that force, 
nor takes ſuch deep root in, as 
the ſincere and true love of God 
does. This taſt penetrates and 
reighs there, but the other does 
nothing but poſſeſs the ſurface, 
if I-may fo ſpeak, while ſelf love 
holds always the firſt rank, and 
Mefleth the ground of the 


Ts above all with regard to 
theſe differences; and in general 
with regard to all theſe characters 
that l have been giving, that 1 
dieſire i man to examine Now 
. 7 7 x « e 
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ſelf, if he has a deſign: to know 
himſelf aright, and to aflure him- 
ſelf of the truth of his piety and 
vertue. Not that I pretend that 
every body is capable of follow- 
ing theſe rules exactly, one after 
another, and examining them 
punctually; for in order hereun- 
to, there is light and experience 
required, and how many men are 
there, who are but Nenderly fur- 
niſhed with theſe qualities, and 
who yet in-their Ampliciry do 
not ceaſe to live in the fear of 
God and to feel his teſtimony 
in their Soul. But if they are 
not ſo preciſely calculated for the 
a Chriſtians, they wall 
ſerve. notwithſtanding, for the be- 


3 nefit-of thoſe, who have made 
os ſome: progreſs in knowledge; and 


© upon their bringing attention a- 
e 1 long with them, } hope there are 
ſelf but few-who may not rea ſomo 
Ia dvantage by them. HAP. 
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Go, 


The Eighth Rule. To exa | dep 


mine the preſent ſtate a man ar 
finds himſelf * with 
Ed | mur 

| ſtate 


FTER having thus exami. | after 
ned the grand queſtion, whe Mou 
ther we are among the number farſt 
of the true Faithful or not; whe 
ther we are really in the Commu When 
nion of Jeſus Chriſt, or not; we 


muſt procced 4 little further, 


| . .the Lord's Supper. 129 
and before we preſume to ap- 
_ proach the Holy Table, we muft 
{till know, what is the preſent 
fate we are in. For a true ſaint 
may be in two different ſtates, 
in a tate of righteouſneſs, or in 
a ſtate of fin; in aiftate of peace 
with God enjoying the ſenfe of 
his love without any hindrance, 
or in a ſtate of disfavour with 
| God, baniſhed from his face, and 
-x+ | deprived-of the marks of his good 
Jan will. - David before his com- 
mitting the crime of his adultery 
with Barhſpeba, and that of the 
murder of Uri ab, was in the firſt 
| ſtate, and he was in the ſecond, 
FR after he had fallen into theſe enor- 
he- mous fins. St, Perer was in the 
bei Frſt ſtate when Jeſus Chriſt ad- 
he. mitted him to the Holy Table, 
umu when he celebrated his leſt Sup- 
well per with his diſciples, and he fell 
ther] Into the ſecond, when a for hour 
| arter * 
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after he denied his maſter in the 
high - ptieſt's court. Tis neceſ- 
ſary then before we come to the 
ſacrament of the eucharift, that 
we examine our ſelves upon this 
head: For it 18 plain that we 
frequently fall into fins more or 
leſs confiderable, which / ſhake 
the ſtate of our righteouſneſs and 
draw God's anger upon us; and, 
which is worſe, that we fall a- 
lleep in them, whether becauſe 
dur heart loves to impoſe upon 
it ſelf, or out of ſome other mo- 
tive. Whatever the matter may 
be as to that point, we frequent · 
Iy take no notice of our being in 
« fate of ſin, or if we do, we di- 
miniſh the guilt of it, and we 
© ſhow no great concern upon that 

account.” Tet if in theſe circum- 

| Agices we tome to the Commu- 
nion; there is no doubt to be 
made, but we * 

12. 6 7 0 
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and inſtead of deriving à bleſ- 


ſing upon our ſelves, we incur 
the diſpleaſure of God, and expoſe 


our ſelves to the diſmal effect: 
thereof, 


Bor why, will you ſay, Is there 
any ſtate of the Faithful while 
upon earth, which we can call a 
ſtate of righteouſneſs? Can we 
be at any time without fin? Does 
not St. John tell us, That if we 
ſay, u de have no ſin, we de- 
cezve our ſelves, and the truth © 
not in ur, 1 John. i. 8. It 
would ſeem then, that we ought 
rot to make this diſtinction of the 
two ſtates of a true ſaint, the one 
of righteouſneſs and the other of 
fin, ſince in effect we are always 
in fin, and ſtand always in need 
of ſaying what Jeſus Chriſt hath 
put in our mouth, Forgive us 
our treſpaſs. na | £ 


PNFIIBUTE IA U OrE DSN ET 


ame te. A) lit... 4 ens. Att. <a... th. 4 


I J2 Self- Examination before | 
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- 1 anſwer, that it is true that we 


Can never have a full and perfect | 


righteouſneſs, ſo long as we are 


in this world; and this is what I | 


took for granted in the beginning 
of this Treatiſe: So this Is not 
what I underſtand by that ſtate 
which I call a ſtate of righteouſ- 

neſs, There are two ſorts of ſins, 
the ene which are more lighr, 


the other which are more enor- 


mous, the one which are leſs 
ſhacking to the true form gf re- 
generation, and which do not at- 
tack it ſo cloſely, the other which 
are muck more conttary and di- 
realy oppoſite to it, the ove for 
which conſcience has more horror, 
the other for which it has leſs. 


If will be granted at /ik/t for 


example, that an idle word, an 
offieious lye, an excels of diver. 
ſion, an. indiſcretion, are. things 

which are far leſs oppoſite to true 
5 8 piety 


a 
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piety and truerighteouſneſs, thah 
murder, perjury, evil-ſpeaking, 
[ an exceſſive rage or infidelity 
| 


when a man therefore does not 
find himſelf guilty of any crime 
of that nature, we call that a 
c ſtate of righteouſneſs, not that 
: properly ſpeaking he has no ſins, 
but becauſe he is not chargeable 
with great crimes, which deprive 
c him of the actual ſenſe of the 
4 love of Ged, and expoſe him to 
his fatherly anger. 


To examine himſelf aright as 
to this point, a man ought not to 
ſtop at enormous fins, which hu- 
man la»s themſelves puniſh, as 
if one ought to believe himſelf 
a righteous perſon, . becauſe he 
does not find himſelf puilty of 
murder, adultery, theft or the 
like. -He muſt go further and 
reflect on the thoughts of his 

"+ heart 
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a6 wa , 7.60 
heart, on the words of his mouth, 


on the actions of his hands, on 
on his deſigns, on his defires, to 
ſee if he has not been guilty of 
ſome injuftice towards his neigh- 


bour, if he has not even given 


way to ſome impiety towards his 
God himſelf, and in a word if 
he has not di ſhonoured his Chri- 
ſtian profeſſion by ſome unworthy 
deed. This is what a good man 
ought to do each day, but parti- 
cularly when Gad calls him to 


the holy communion, in regard 


it is upon that occaſion that we 
renew our Covenant with God: 
And if we deſire to acquit our 
ſelves of this duty in good ear- 
neſt as becomes us, we may fol- 
low this order. 


5 dun may firſt of all take the 
Law of God, and ſtop at each 
article one after another; he muft 

, | 83 Con- 


— — 
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conſider. them in their whole ex- 
tent, and in their different de- 
grees, and call to mind what is 
always obſerved in the general ex- 
plication of that law, that it re- 

gulates not only external actions, 


like human laws, but that it ex» 


tends it ſelf to the internal mo- 
tions of the ſoul and the conſci- 
ence, which are all known to 
God. That under the negative 


commands the affirmative are 


comprehended, and the negative 
under. the affirmative, that is to 
fay, that when it ferbids us to 
do evil, it commands us at the- 
ſame time to do the oppoſite good, 
and when it commands us to do 
good it forbids us alſo to do the 
evil that is contrary to it. That 
when it denotes one kind of good, 
it likewiſe tacitly denoteg all the 
kinds of it, that is to ſay, for ex- 
ample, when it. forbids theft in 

| — 


. * ; 
- 


136 Self-Examination before 5 


general, it forbids all the diffe · 


rent ways of ſeizing another man's 
goods. That when it points out 
one kind, it comprehendsall others 


of the ſame order; when for ex- 
ample it forbids. falſe witneſs, 


it forbids. likewiſe all the other 
ways by which one may unjuſtly 
harm his neighbour's reputation. 
That when it torbids any thing 
that is ill, or commands any thing 
that is good, it forbids or com- 
mands every thing that may car · 
ry us towards it; us when it for- 
bids robbery or theft, it forbids 
luxury, becauſe it naturally leads 
to it. Finally, that when it for- 
bids or commands a thing, it 


likewiſe forbids or commands all 


the degrees of it, as when it for- 
bids murder, it forbids hatred, 
the defire of revenge, quarrels, 
outrages, which are, as it were, 


degrees of murder. Thus by 18 
2 


\. 


„,. 
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= 
plying this law to one's ſelf, pat 
' after part; one will come to 


know, wherein he has broken, 
and wherein he bas obſtrved it. 


__ 2 IT will alſobe fir in this exa- 
mination to inſiſt not only upon the 
fins which we call of commiſſſon 
but likewiſe upon thoſe which we 
call of omiſhon» Let a man then ſet 
before his eyes the different oc- 
cafions that have preſented them- 
ſelves to him, wherein he lay 
under an obligation of —_— good, 
to ſee in what manner he has re- 
ceived them, how he hath ac- 
quitted himſelf of them, and 
whether he has not let many 
ſlipt without giving an ear either 
to his calling, or to his duty, ar 
evea the motions of his conſcience 
it felf It is a matter of ſo much 
the more importance for us to 
enter upon theſe conſiderations, 

£53 Gs as 
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as it is a very eaſy matter for 
us, and moſt common with all to 
 Impoſe upon our ſelves as to this 


point. For the moſt part. we be- 


lieve our ſelves to be in a very 
good ſtate, when we do not find 
our ſelves guilty of: any of thoſe 
great fins, which make a live- 
Iy impreſſion upon the Spirit: 
But as to what regards the fins 
of omiſſion, we ſcarce ever dream 
of them; for ſuch is the nature 
of our heart, that we are ſuffici- | 
ently touched with what we do, but 
very little affected with what we 
leave undone. Notwithſtanding it 
is certain that the fins of omi 

are by no means ſmall, and that 
there is no great difference be- 
tween one man who kills. his 
neighbour, and another who ſuf · 
fers him to periſh, when his cal- 
ling obliges him to ſuccour and 


reſerve him. 
* l 3. KA. 
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examine himſelf with regard to 


* * 


3. A good man ought alſo to 


the different relations that he 
bears in ſociety, in the church, 
in his family, in his profeſſion, 
and the rank and degree that he 
holds there. By this means he 
will the more eaſily diſcover the 
faults which he hath 3 
againſt his duty, and the ſlips he 
may have been guilty of. In ge- 
neral we ought in quality of men 
to live ſoberly, tighteouſſy and 
podly. But there are particular 
uties to which we are obliged: 
by theſe relations, a father owes 
certain duties to his ſon, a ſon tq 
his father, a magiſtrate to his, 

people, the people to their ma- 
giſtrate, a paſtor to his Hock, a 
flock to their paſtor, we all ſtand. 
under obligations one to another.. 
It therefore concerns each perſon, 
G 5 ”» 0 4 ts 
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to ſes in what manner he hath 85 
demeaned himſelf towards his cha 
fuperiors, his inferiors, and his. of 
equals 5 whether pride, cruelty, 50 
paſſion, prejudice, intereſt, hu- LH 
man conſiderations, have not made 80 
him commit injuſtices againſt Sh 
his inferiors : whether envy, re- * 
bell ion, a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, te 
an inclindtion to cenſorioufneſs Fr 
and evil-ſpeaking, have not made ju 
him commit things contrary to ler 
the reſpect he owes his ſuperi- 4 
ors : Whether ambition, pride, gr 
jealouſy, anger, have not made in 
him fin aga inſt the laws of the - to 
charity, and the equity that he he 
ewes to his equals. it 
wi 


= Ir is necefſary in particular, 

= that each perſon enter into his 
oon conſcience to fee in what 
manner we have anfwered the 


* graces that God hath giyen us. 


Upon 


4s 


wild grape 


| 


the Torts Supper. -1 41 ; 
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Upen which we ought to ſet be- 


fore our eyes all thofe graces, and 
confider how great the goodneſs 


of God hath been towards us; 


how he hath not ceaſed for ſo long 
a time to add bleſſing ro bleſſing, 


to recolle& their number, to ex- 


amine their greatnèſs, and take 
2 view of the various circumſtan - 
ces that enhance their value. 
From whence it will be eaſy to 
judge whether we have not fal- 
len into a ſhamefal ingratitude, 
and whether we have not given 
ground to be branded with the 
imputation that he formerly laid 


to the charge df his vine, af which 


he had taken all pofftb le care, that 
it had brought forth nothing but 


5. Bor it is not only necef- | 
fary that. we examine our ſelves 


with regard to what we call groſs * 


& 6 © ſins; - 
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ine, whether of omiſſion or com- 
miſſion, whether againſt God or 
againſt men, we muſt even caſt 
our eyes upon lefler faults. For. 
tho' a man finds himſelf free of 
the f3r/t, if he is chargeable with 
a great number of the ſecond or- 
der, he cannot be ſaid to be in a 
ſtate of righteouſneſs. As thro” 
the concurrence of many ſmall 
ind iſpoſitions, a confiderable diſ- 
eaſe is formed that puts the life 
in danger, thus of many light 
offences of divers ſorts, there is 4 
combination or rather a body of 
Iniquity. made up, Which cannot 
but draw. down. the juſt. anger of 
God upon a man, and interrupt 
the courſe of his juſtification- 
And becauſe theſe light offences 
lip out of our memory, the moſt 
ſure method is, after the. moſt 


ict examination. that we can 


make 
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make, to imitate David, in ſay- 
ing with him, Who can under- 
fand his errors, cleanſe thou 


me from ſecret d Play. 


xix. 12. 
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We uſe of this examination. 
Some frecepts for making 


progreſs in our ſan#lifica- 
tion. | 


THE conclufion of this exami- 
| nation, after we have ex- 
ally performed: it, is what is 
ell important in the whole af 
fair. In vain ſhall we proceed thus 
far, if we do not make a juſt im- 
* lrove- 


sas e gerzrrsresaerz. 
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provement of the knowledge we 
ave acquired of our felves, But 


Thete'is no body I ſuppoſe who 
is ignorant of it. *Tisa deep ha- 
miliation of our felves before 
God, acondemnation of our ſelves. 
in the preſence of God, a live- 
ly and bitter grief for having of- 
fended him, an holy and ardent: 
recourſe to mercy thro the fatiſ. 
faction and interceſſion of Jeſus. 
Chriſt his ſon. When we have 
ma le this juſt and neceſſary in- 


quiry into our own life ; alas? 


we will find but too much ground 
ef humiliation and repentance, 

for where is the man who” hag. 
not occaſion to ſay with the pro 
Phet, Enter nor ante judgment 
wth thy ſeryant, for” in thy 
$ lruing be fuſe 


4 . cli, Fihou 
Lora ſbouldſt mark Fniguiter 7 3 
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O Lord who ſhould ſtand? Pal; 
CXXX. 3. Our fins will riſe up 
aga inſt us from every fide, they 
will appear in their whole num. 
bers, and with all their aggra 
vations; and upon . making, an 
oppoſition between that perfect 
righteouſneſs and holineſs which 
the goſpel. and the. calling of 
eſus Chriſt require at our hands, 
it will be impoſſible but that our 
ſoul ſhould: be moved by it; let 
us not turn away our eyes from 
it, as we uſe to do from diſagree: 
able objects. Let us on the con-. 
confine our views and me- 
ditation to it as, Iong as poffible, 
and draw. from it whatever is ca- 
pable of begetting a holy dread, 
and confuſion in. us. A verbal 
confeſſion, an outward humilia- 
tion, à tranfient grief, a momen- 
| - tary contrition, all that will not. 
fſutice. There muſt be a core, 
| ; and. 
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and entire repentance, that fills 
the heart and penetrates the 
conſcience, if we would be ac 


ceptable to God. 5 


To theſe motions we muſt add 


2 fincere recourſe to the divine 


mercy, thro' the ineffable price of 
the blood of our Redeemer, and 


for this purpoſe we muſt call to 


mind the ſweet promiſes, that: 
God hath made in his word. 
live, ſaith he, I have 


no Pleaſure in the death of. 
- #he wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and liwe, 


Ezek. xxxiii. Lt. Zite as a: Far 
ther pitiath has childern, ſo the 
Tord pitieth themihat fear him. 
far as the eaft is from the. 
Weſt, ſo far hath he removed © 
our tranſgreſſions from us. The 
Lord it merciful. and gracious, \ 
% 50 anger and plenteout in 
: mercy. . 
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mercy, Pſ. eiii. 70 your ſit 
be red ar ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
S29w, If. i. 18. If any mat ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the ragh- 
reous: and he 7s the propitiation 
for our fins, 1 Job. it. 1. #. 
He is able to ſave them to the 
tt termoſt, that come unto Go 
by him, Heb. vii. 25. Let us 
tome boldly nnro the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mer- 
cy, and find grace to help in 
time of need; Heb. iv. 16. 


Byr one of the chief effects, 
that our Examination” ought 
to produce in us, and without 


which it would be altogether - 


uſeleſs, is to take meafures and 
precautions for our amendment, 
and our adrancing in holinefs, 
For true Repentance hath a dou- 


ble regard, the one to what 16 
heed paſt, ; 
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paſt, and the other to what is te 
come; upon account whereof, Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath joined them to- 
gether in the Lord's prayer, ha ti 
made us ſay on the one fide, For- 
gise us our ſins, and on the o- 
ther, Lead us not into tempra- 
tion. We may give with regard 
to this laſt uſe of ſelf examinati- 
on, ſome rules, which being 
rightly complied with, will be 
of no {mall advantage to us. 


Tur firſt is to apply our mind 
as much as is poſſible to the me- 
ditation of the myſteries of Reli- 
gion. By this means, Religion: 
will become familiar to us; and 
it is almoſt impoſſible that becom-' 
ing familiar, it ſhould not by the 
bleſſing of God ſoften our hearts: 
and infla me our minds. Its my- 


ſteries are ſo excellent, that we 


cannot ſee them often with an 
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aye enlightened by grace, with- 
but filled with ſentiments of love 
and eſteem for them. Its pre- 
cepts are ſo juſt, that if we fre- 
quently exerciſe our thoughts u- 
pon them, they will inſenſibly 
rectify our ſoul, Tis a ſtrange 
thing to ſee how negligent the 
moſt part of men are on this head. 
There is an infinite number of, 
perſons who wiſh for falvation,. 
and who beſides live in a diſcreet. 
and: regulars way, who have al- 
moſt nothing to. do, and- who 
notwithſtanding .paſs their time- 
in ſome trifling buſineſs, in un- 
profitable converſation and vain. 
and uſeleſs reading; whereas if 
they would apply themſelves to. 
the ſtudy of Religion, they would 
find it attended both with profit 
and roms. Provided that peo- 
- ple. know in general the chief 
Points of the Chriſtian faith, wer 

| x read. 
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read every day one or two chap- 
ters of the Bible, uſually out of 
meer form and without reflexion, 


they think they do enough. But 


they do not confider what they loſe 
by this means, for the knowledge 
oF atvation 1s an infinite ſource 
of. excellent things, which be- 
come the more valuable and 
the more excellent in pro- 
portion to the progreſs, thatmen 
make in the ſtudy of it. An 
ancient Philoſopher meaning to 
define the Deity in ſome manner, 
ſaid that it was a ſphere whoſe 
center was every where, and its 
circumference no where. Hereby 
he intended in my opinion to de- 
note the immenſity of God. Iwould 
rather chuſe to ſay, that its circum- 
ference is every where, and its cen- 
ter no where; for in effect one en- 
ters into the meditation of the 
divine myſteries by all ſorts of 
places ; but when one is once en- 

tered 
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tered into them, one finds no 


center where the line ends; and 
whereas the lines that have a 
center grow ſtraiter and ftraiter, 
in proportion as they approach 
towards it, thoſe of the medita- 
tion of God do always grow wi- 
der and wider. "IN 


To this firſt precept, I add a 


fecotd, namely, that 7 ying one's 


mind to things of Religion, if 
ene would improve by it, he 
muſt not content himſelf with 
4 fimple hiftorical knowledge, 
nor s the filling of his head 
with a heap of curious queſtions, 
to be able to ſpeak of them u- 
pon the fpot, and diſpute of them 
to purpoſe; but he muſt convert 
them to practice, that is to ſay, 
he muſt conſider them with re- 
card to the motives to piety, juſ- 
tiee, charity, and other 0 

e. at 
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that they furniſh us with. For 


example, inſtead of amuſing one's 
ſelf, and loading one's memory 


with all the diſputes ef the 
{ſchools concerning the Providence 


of Cod, how itcan come to 


that God who is immoreable- 


himſelf, can move all the erea- 
tures, how the natural cauſes, 
which have neither ear nor reg- 
ſon can obey the command of the 


firſt cauſe, without any impreſ- 


ſion, or phyſical vertue going out 


of it, how God could allow ſin 
to enter into the world, wherein 
it hath made ſuch bavock and 
devaſtation, how be can cencur- 
with the actions of the creature 
wherein there is ſin, without do- 


ing violence to his holineſs, and 


ſuch. other queſtions; inſtead, IL 

ſay, of ng one a felf with 

theſe things, it were much better 

to contemplate Previdence en tho 
IX prao- 
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practical fide» By this means 
que will. learn that God. is the 
maſter and ſupream diſpenſer of 
all events, that itis he who raiſes 
and humbles man as he pleaſes, 
that he is the author of life and 


death, of proſperity and adver-. 
ſity, of light and darkneſs ; that 


from the treaſures of his love do 


e bleſſings, happy deſigns, 
a 


vourable ſucceſſes, unforeſeen 
ſuccours, and unexpected deli- 


verances; that on the contrary: 


from the treaſures ot his anger 


do come diſappointments, miſ- 
fortunes, ill concerted projects, dif- 


mal accidents, the overthrows 


of kingdoms, and of families; 


which will give us a becoming 


notion of the majeſty of God. 
Hereby we will learn to adore. 
that always watchful care, ſo full 
of bounty, that diſplays its ſelf. 

all the crea». 
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ures, even fo far as to feed the 
birds of the air, and to cloath 
the lilies of the field with 'theie 
Iaftre and beauty, even ſo far 40 
to preſerye the ice of ſparrows. 
Hereby we wi learn that in our 
needs we ough to addreſs out. 
yers to him, and to none but 
ed in regard it f is he alone who | 
has the reitis of the government of 
the world in his bande, which be 
_ impart to none other. 'Here- 
by we will _ to thank bi! 
for all the good things that v 
29 kroin Fes, 
ality; and t 0 improve them” 
bis glory *y in his ſervice, ) ie 
— Bo | them to 10 
| this would 
armor WM all the cal be 
Je could offer 1 11 9 on 
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with 7 erice, and reſignation ip 
regar they ne from the 
mighty hand of God, who hat 
an abſolute Br ba over us, and 
V ho reigos in heayen and in earth. 
Hereby we will learn 0 bear 
them with content, in regard gbey 
art diſpenſed with an infinite 
wiſdom, Fetch does nothing 
but what is well done. Hereby 
we will even learn tg ſupportthem 
with hope and with comfort, as 
temembring that God: makes 
them always turn. tothe benefit 
and advantage of his children. 
w ill learn not to rm upjuſt T 
figns, and not -to; place our con- 
ideneę ip earchly; things, in ge. 
* gard 3 God can depire us of them 
th A pleaſes, and that 
e — 4. boſom of wheres fondly 
made our joy and 
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: ad ar rogrone to by gavengh, ; 


Besrp 22 nd 


l 


tbe Lord Supper. 157 
. — — — _ 


—ͤñ—— 


Brerpes this, it wiltbo'adviſc- 
abſe to collect as much as is poſ- 
fidle intetene body all the mo» 
tives, that the Chriſtian, Reli: 
gion furniſheth us with to carry 
us to the love of God, and the 
ſtudy of holinefs. For hereby we 
will make of ita compound idea, a 
large repreſentation, Which wilt 
hade much mor force, and make 
a much deeper . impreſſion upon 
our ſpirit, than when we only con- 
ſidet each motive ſeparately in its 
ſelf, How far fſoever we may have 
carried our regeneration, it muſt 
be moved with regard to piety. 
As therefore when the Phyfcians 
meet with a body hard to be pur- 
zed they wiſely make uſe of a 
ronget ofe, or gives larger quan- 
— of that Which they had made 
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. that our Religion fur- 
Siſheth us with in order there: 


at wo are not 


hem together, that ſo they may 
rm that when united, which 


by themſelves. 


"Own can ſcarce tell how usb 
the ar uent r of 54 


* TD. 


to, and even to join many of 


e 


1 
+ 


"4 ' 


—— N 2 * 4. 4 22 o 
rr 


— 
[ 


and upon” he ufts UTE 
d 155 ho 5 their 

150 pon my do w 
; Ine 1 7 into D many 


* rtinencies the worldly-* 
here. win en do ry un, how 5 


barjous Inti es. the 
bark þ 3, ! 5 being ble fo 


DICN tain to the en 6 $5le 0Fi8 
and tin 6 tho ga they have 1 | 95 
attained to 10 how ace 


death comes' to blaſt | and. 2 
Wos . Hence, . . ok, 


T6 this great ideg &r Bi 
| 12 te Mare ite neceſlity t 
"ough t fre uet ty Y 
11 05 his "Eyes; not 


ical n by look 
1 7 7 5 Io ie Is 


, 


| &s "'Y $, et er 
4 e [pena 


In 
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"Lo pears e Hine uae Jeon . 
Yo us. Let us cat and driik, for 
| _, tomorrow we die, ſay the Ar. 
cent; or thoughts . rief 
and. deſpair, | as. being an 
meedfable evil: But we * 
boek . it, as it becomes Chri- 
hat is to ſay, 46 being 

panied gnd 4s, 60 deb 
ho lee of God, 'who wil 
th jb moment decide with re- 
bl to us, on an eternity of bliſs 
and glory, er an eternity; of mn 
ery and damnation... We ought 
frequently to meditate u the 
eternal miſery into which the 
wicked will be plunged, in or- 
. keep our mind. and our heart 
foar, and that that may ſerve 
0 4 bridle to aur paſſions: We 
muſt likewiſe frequently. Lift uy 
our thougbes to che. infinite goo 
"which God hath, pr 
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gun, hope may 2 vance, and cha- 
"thy compleat We ought like - 
ile to · ſerve what fins we are 
7 inc lined to, in order to take 
Precuutions againſt our Infirmi- 
ies. For it is certain that if 
we do not fake precautions, we 
will find. ourſelves every day li- 
«ble to be ſurpriſed by our own 
infirmities, one by anger, to which 
he is prompted by his natural 
temper, another by an exceſs of 
euſineſe and <complaiſance: One 
by the love of pleaſure, and a- 
nother by ſome other e of of 
that nature. It is ä 
frequently to make theſe ſorts of 
reflect ions, to endeavour to over - 
come one's ſelf, a ching Which 
van ſcutee be done 2 1 ef { 
long wry of time. 
ter to attain to this} we 2 
well, methiaks, to keep” 7 us 
— FF diſtanoe as © "pol 
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may give Broupd to our infirmi- 
ties to [4 2 the mfclves. We 
muſt imitate the Parthians of 
old, by Sghtin as we iy, nd 
1 Iways diſtrult ourſelves? Tis 
in this Tenſe 1 that 55 Paul: would 
have. us to work Our our LT 
| ſalvation cui 0 oh, ar ang trem- 
Wing, po ain 4215 Wußten 
God's dr b the rruth of his 
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frequently enjoy their con: 
TH For cee a no doubt 
t be made but that We es 
iy cats a tincture from the 
ers and inclinations of thoſe 
mates we uſually converſe, 
inſotm uch that it concerns us very 
much to make a right choice of 
our friends. This is not; «s if 
I meant to fay that we oughs 
a 3 to retite from _ 
orld, and t N the e 
af & men. For it is God's 
tention on the contrary, that 56 
ſhould continue in it, and it is 
in ot 2 N that the Faſth- 
fal are faid by St. Paul to be 
ſhining lights in the midſt of a 
12 and perverſe generation. 
Ls 2634 8140 7 6711 and ought te 
ory ine in ide World, remembriag 
Wich chat he ik 4 mad, that is to ſay, 
Rt: | hat e is malle for ſociety. 
his is the ordet of oh x mg 
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nd _.the Law that- nature hath 
impoſed upon us. But, as the 
common ſociety does not binder 
us from having particular, c 
gagements with certain perſons 
whom we. love moſt' tenderly, 
and whoſe company — my 
frequent; I 1 
to make a 480 2 .of . 
friends an dl familiar ac 1 5 
Tance, . that ſame wall con- 
tribute much to the preſervation 
and increaſe of his piety 150 


* irtue. 


5. Ten 


12 the queſtjon be put, what 
judgment ht: to. make of 
3 WAY, * 


— th 
"ho. 1 


. coup 


and wich ba 
"he call for þ regu gho 
{1 and advice; And, in th 


e pee m d gerre pug 


0 9 A 3 


* 2 7 


Aid, Tight and conſolation from 
the direction and advice, of u 
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Lasrrr, One of the beſt pre- 
eepteé that can be given on this 
ſübject ie to pray to God, ' and 
exrriefHy to beg the conduct of 


| Gleffftip*und grace efF.qutward 
Means will fignify nothing; in 


chat 5 pleafre. But when l. fay 
EF of 'prayef;* I do not ſimply uridet- 


mate in common in the publick 
aſſemblies and in families-where 
t ſuppoſe that each perſon does 
Ris Wey. 1 underſtand. likewife 
ſecret and particular prayert in 
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